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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Lamorisse, A. Doubleday 
THE RED BALLOON Paper over Board; $2.95 


Little Pascal, a young Parisian boy, shinnied up a lampost to untie a large 
red balloon. Pascal's mother was cross when she learned that a balloon had made him 
late in arriving home, so she tossed it out the window. But the red balloon stayed 
close to Pascal. In fact, everywhere that Pascal went, the ballon was sure to follow. 
Full page photographs and large sized text tell of Pascal's pursuit by bullies -- and 
how they destroyed his balloon. But at that moment, all the captive balloons in 
Paris converged where Pascal stood. Up, up, up, they went with Pascal in tow to take 
him around the world. Based on an award winning film, this offers lovely vistas and 
close-ups of Paris. (Publ. LC:57-9229) 





Vaughan, Sam Doubleday 
WHO EVER HEARD OF KANGAROO EGGS? Paper over Board; $2.75 


** Guess what Mehilda won in a contest to name a kangaroo? She won the 
kangaroo himself: And this zany trifle takes it from there through bizarre buffoon- 
ery depicting her apartment-dwelling family bedeviled by Sam, her prize. Leonard 
Weisgard's wonderful daffy drawings of the woes and throes that ensue as a result of 
Mehilda's enterprise are joyously, uproariously giddy. He has rare ability in 
stylizing the elements of a child's world for harmony or hilarity as story or format 
dictate. Obdurate at first about parting with her pet, Mehilda agrees finally to 
relinquish him to a city zoo. Although stitching on the paper over board edition is 
not as sturdy as the story, a JLG cloth edition is available to subscribers at no 
extra cost. You'll "roo" the day if you don't add this to your list of musts. And 
nothing could be gayer for a Christmas stocking. (Publ. LC:57-8092) 





Silverman, Mel World 
CIRI-BIRI-BIN Cloth; $2.50 


Mario sang early. Mario sang late. Nobody listened. His father told him 
to do his homework. Mario even auditioned for Maestro Renaldi so that he might 
sing from the bandstand at the Feast of San Gennaro. But when he opened his mouth 
Fear held his vocal chords and no sound emerged. With the help of the hurdy gurdy 
man Mario did sing at the festival and even the renowned Maestro Renaldi thought he 
sang like an angel. The exuberant illustrations in full color done by the author 
portray the jovial crowds of an Italian neighborhood in a big city. Children who 
live in such areas might enjoy the story. (9/9. LC:57-9466) 


BOOKS T'0 READ ALOUD 


Love, Katherine- £d. Crowell 
: A LITTLE LAUGHTER Cloth; $2.50 


* . . . is a delicious way to build a liking for verses. And we defy any 
reader, adult or juvenile, to get very far in this collection with a straight face. 
All the nuances of humor are here, from giddy to rollicking, and Mirth's chief priests 
are Laura E. Richards, Lewis Carroll, Edward Lear, Ogden Nash and Phyllis McGinley, 
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and others. Commemorated are that lamentable "man from Calcutta Who spoke with a terrible 
stutter" and that best-beloved "elephone who tried to use the telephunk". Walter 
Lorraine's free, airy, calligraphic doodles in black and white communicate most effectively 
the lure of light poetry. This is the wisest nonsense in many a day for children of all 
ages. (10/15. LC:57-10283) 





EASY READING 


Hawkins, Quail Holiday House 
WHO WANTS AN APPLE? Cloth; $2.00 


A welcome reissue of an easy reading story for first and second grade which 
first appeared 15 years ago. Moving day seemed slightly disturbing to little Ann Mary 
Green, whose nickname, Apple, was the focal point for family jokes and teasing. But she 
soon found that though things were upside down for a while in her new home, wherever 
Mother and Daddy went was home. A warm little story illustrated by Lolita and David 
Granahan with black and white drawings. (9/16.) 











Politi, Leo Scribner 
| THE BUTTERFLIES COME Cloth; $2.75 


* Handsome patterns, earthy ore-like colors and a decorative style which is 
childlike yet artful, add extra dimensions of distinction to the author's illustrations 
of this charming nature story about two children, Lucia and Stephen, who observe with © 
wonder the seasonal migration of the Monarch butterflies returning to Monterey, California. 
This is a lyric little tale appropriate for children all over America, since the Monarch 
butterfly is found in ail parts of our nation. Especially suitable for the summer reading @ 


ae for classroom use in primary Nature study and seasonal observation. (8/22. 
LC:57- 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Patrick, Pearl H. Caxton 
O'PO OF THE OMAHA $3.50 


O'Po, a boy growing up in the Omaha Indian tribe in the 1850's, took part in 
Nuge‘teune, the great annual summer hunt of his tribe. 0O'Po's pilgrimage into the 
mountains to get his vision and his song, as Omaha custom dictated, took place in a period 
of peace with whites and hostility with the Sioux. 0'Po watched the wagon trains of 
whites crossing the plains and helped in building the new lodge. Though this story offers 
much accurate regional material on Nebraska in transition it is too specialized for general 
appeal. Illustrated by Dan Jacobson. (10/15.) 


Avery, Kay Crowell 
ALL FOR A GHOST : $2.50 


Though his friend Andy believed that a spook or a haunt was causing the un- 
natural noises and appearances in their Vermont community, Tom Hayes refused to agree. : 
Despite reports of a strange monster lurking by the river and the unaccountable music | 
heard in a deserted house, Tom was sceptical. The two boys, who built a following in 
All For a Horse and All For a Friend, set out to lay the "ghost." Tom's sleuthing detects 
the identity of the culprit, Freddy Hopkins, an unhappy and unpopular -boy who wanted at- 
tention of any description. Text and Aldren A. Watson's black and white illustrations @ 
effectively interpret spare and rocky Vermont. The mystery elements don't add up to a 
real spell-binder. (10/15. 1C:57-92h6) 
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Crowell 
THE SMALL CIRCUS $2.50 


* Contrast between the impulsive antics of the Cantelli family and the taut 
suspense of danger in a lion's cage add zest to a droll genre story told with finesse 
by Elizabeth Hubbard Lansing, who wrote Shoot For. A Mule, Lulu Herself, etc. WNiki's 
Papa owned the Small Circus. As he announced the circus, Niki slipped into the 
cage of Big Ben- “the fiercest lion in captivity"- to rouse the lion from his chronic 
stupor. If the lion lacked temperament, Signora Cantelli, their lion tamer, more 
than compensated for him. She dreamed of past glories, gestured, postured and 
strutted for the circus audiences. The earthy, folksy foibles of the Cantelli family 
add good humor and caprice to the main story line as Niki achieves her hopes for a 
home and lasting friendship. Illustrated with infectiously funny pictures of the 
mangy and lethargic lion and his endearing champion, Niki, by Beth and Joe Krush. 
(o/s. 10:57-92h9) 


Falk, Elsa Follett 
FENCE ACROSS THE TRAIL $2.00 


Lansing, E. H. 


* Like an oft-told family legend, this little episode involving a girl, a 
mired filly and an awesome Indian, moves inevitably to a direct conclusion. Sara 
Ann Finch, 11, became anxious over Lucky, her brother's little filly, when Indians 
removed the fence her father had erected to keep him from wandering. As she had 
feared, Lucky soon strayed into the forest where Sara found him stuck in the mud of 
a creek, miles from home. For Sara to summon the fierce savage nearby to help the 
horse from the mud took all her courage. After a night spent in the Indian camp, 
Sara lost her fears and Mr. Finch decided not to rebuild the fence. Illustrations 
are crisp black and white interpretations which catch the feeling of the. story by 
Harve Stein. (10/1. L0:57-8282 


Hoff, Carol Follett 
HEAD TO THE WEST $2.95 


The Texas frontier offered a rough welcome to the von Dohn family, who left 

Germany to begin a new life on the banks of the Guadalupe River. In the Gulf of 
Mexico, their ship foundered and they were precipitated ashore on Galveston Island. 
Then, at a point 150 miles inland on the Guadalupe River, the children, Rosa and 
Franz, did their share domestically in the new family home. Treasure concealed in 
the old bedstead helped the family to start over in Galveston after Indians set the 
first house afire in an attempt to destroy the “medicine box" -- a piano. William 
Moyer's black and white illustrations effectively render the homespun von Dohn 


hearthside and the unbroken loneliness of early Texas. An attractive format and easy 


reading add stature to a story which relies heavily on that hoary device --buried 
treasure. (10/1. LC:57-8281) 


Ormondroyd, Edward Follett 
DAVID AND THE PHOENIX $2.75 


Alarums and excursions distinguished the extraordinary friendship of David 
and the Phoenix. Their adventurous alliance began when David encountered the Phoenix 
declining the Latin verb vivo. The Phoenix gamely agreed to fill conspicuous gaps 
in David's education and the boy resolved to outwit the scientist who was intent on 
adding a Phoenix to his collection. Before the scientist was finally put to rout, the 
Phoenix had lost a battle with electrical power lines, David had been introduced to a 
Sea Monster, a Faun and a Banshee and he had witnessed the Phoenix rising from its 
own ashes. An easy reading tale of boy-meets-bird, for that segment of readers who 
enjoy whimsical fantasy. Illustrations by Joan Raysor are appropriately flighty 
black and white sketches. (10/1. LC6:57-8280) 
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Green, Robert James Cee knee Lothrop; Lee.& Shepard 
TWO SWORDS ‘FOR-APRINGESS $2.75 


* Rolfée)'a vyoumg Norwegian boy,’ swore «to carryout -the one: wish his father had 
expressed before ‘his death at the hands of Black Sven «Because ian: Inish:.woman had at - 
one time aided Him, he had: asked ‘his’ son to undertake ‘protection of! an<Irish woman at 
some time, as ‘a ‘debt of Honor!) So Rolfe end:his young chieftain friend Tokar rescued 
Gwylla, a-young Irish | ‘princess ,° who had been ‘abducted. i Rolfe died bDatthé for the girl th 
Constantinople; Venice, and ‘Kasberg ‘om the Rhine. 7 :And ‘pefore ithe voyage ended ‘Rolfe had. 
foresworn his Norse ‘@6ds ‘for Christianity. / This: périod weeréat Lott: is éxcellent:-sup- 
lementary reading for -boys «and ‘girls encountering : Viking: ee madepgabanrer -atudies 
curriculum. A seeiensn oro Satay — nasal me geo bas tomud boow Shs 

Y Myr Vier iL. a WwW 4S 
Harry; Roberti,:. BE y. : tain totameds aaivsebas ate “etiren,, tee & She ard. 
| "SHARK BOY (oye $3: 


The Jsland Boy, Aulo, achieves stature in chief Kuokoa's tribe in pa 
Hawaii with rituals celebrating approachin ,manhood. _Aulo navigates “in“his first canoe 
and pursues a tuna to offer to the gods ; ‘But ‘ just: ‘as ‘Kulo's weapon penetrates the tuna's 
flesh, a killer shark with a,scarred gill,snatches the votive offering. After Kuokoa and 
his men defeat a besieging renegade chief and his. warriors, Au] Cy meets the shark again 
to rescue.0lu, the, chantmaker.. who befriended. the boy earlier, . eae eet Oy Reise Lonette, 
this is adequate, but. wndistingpished. alent Ie: ahs baled ar tid ) 


“Larson, ‘Géste facets ndel one f spade me sete ae" & “Shepard 
ee WONDERFUL BOAT” sgn Pe x de "$300: 


Backeiates an» walt nenbas ‘a: whieh :they.paid $5.00 105 amen pes A happy _ 
hours for three boys; Leif; -Walt,and-Butt,.. Calking, ; scraping : and painting demanded most 
of their energies and all their funds. Pudgy Butt earned honey "by | rowing; for: -his father 
promised him fifty cents for each pound he lost. And through working together on a farm 
the boys earned the rest of the money they needed to restore their craft. «But Leif pushed 
his luck too far. When he took the boatzoutito defy,Sea Break, a treacherous rocky pro- 
jection, the boat went down, leaving Leif with the responsibility of paying his two 
partners for.their'share in\thée-wrecked vessel. Astruesto-+lifetaccéunt of bhiree bays, an 
old boat and'a’™ good summer: \ vit lagetehson by: Bernard Case: aegpanl L257 -6003) 


tetra ayy See aw mT rm hey 


Long,. Manning. . saan a EF oquisbs sed aed sentiee 5 “Hetarep ‘Lee & t Shepard, 
* G985182; Tenis. sHon yd : (L189 IIe mob signa wisc p Ral I 
: atts notes sy is} TEE. FOG BOAT ‘ . 


. ‘ on >. a Pode CG. on we Tos ll < oh rm, # 
rs Wi Sod NEQL SA DEBS 


Robert ae ‘been warHed® that: 86 often brought strange’ néigpeitiigs ~ Aunt ‘Abigail 
had told him often enough.” But he hardly expected to meet a sea-going ghost, ‘in charge of 
a Fog Boat, tying: “nts- craft £0" the’ fence at Sea House. ‘This seagoing ‘ghost’, Captain~ 
McGinty, was discontent with his- assignment from Davy Jones: =scollecting starfish, and - 
washing them back out to sea. When Robert undertook to deliver Captain: McGinty's letter 
requesting a transfer to Davy Jones, his mission took him through . the Cave of the Winds to 
Davy Jones' Locker. En route Robert, ‘made. & new friend. - Dimity, ‘the Qaughter of a light- 
house keeper, whom Davy wanted for his own. Somehow the transitions from land-to- -sea, 
from reality-to-unreality Jolt... the reader, so that he is glad to, SPERETE, at the end of this 
deep sea saga. Illustrated, by. Gil: Miret... MM: Ie: 25 ORLY 


83 Sechrist;" Elizabeth’ Houghs® Pi sev | mids ' Macrae- Smith. 
—& Woolsey; Janette2 Eas PWSEIG ‘Od 20d DOS Ac wiry "$3. 15 
Irt eaw ; IMS: TIME” FOR THANKSGIVING? aid oJ xiasod 


- tater oto seiehinmentenae wida probably ; ~weleope ‘this a ‘of ahaa: aiaaiiiis. 
playlets and poems. about. Thanksgiving, for. there is.a,varied seleetion-of dramatic. | 
material. to. take, care: of.the:usuel,auditorium celebration: :: Most of:the:selections are . 
geared to fourth through sixth grade abilities.” Children’ from other: periods: and-from 
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varied conditions of life figure in the short stories; some of the stories are wist- 
ful, some are humorous. While none of the selections, with the exception of the 
verse, is of unforgettable quality, this compilation surely ftits @ seasonal need. 
(10/2. LC:57-12005 ) 


Holland, Janice Scribner 
CHRISTOPHER GOES TO THE CASTLE $2.75 


Brief, bright and enticing introduction to knighthood and court life is 
offered in this short book about Christopher, who arrives at Kentsford Castle to 
become a page in service to the Duke. But as Christopher enters the castle with 
his horse, Floris, lightning strikes a tower. The chief equerry infers that 
Christopher brings ill luck with him, and will not allow Floris to be quartered with 
the other animals. But after Christopher saves the Duke from disaster in a joust 
the young page and his horse are reunited and Christopher is rewarded with a beauti- 
ful jewelled bridle for his mount. Easy reading and large type make this suitable 
for third or fourth graders with possible applications as remedial reading for upper 
grades, since it has an interest level suitable for older children. (8/22.L0:57-8489) 


O'Connor, Patrick Ives, Washburn 
THE LOST HARPOONER $2.75 


* Lost at sea was the verdict of Mystic, Conn., in 1845, after George Curry, 
@ harpooner went down entangled in the lines attached to a sounding whale. Were 
the townspeople right? When Captain Calder brought back scrimshaw work from a 
South Sea Island, with George Curry's signature, Peter Curry, 16, George's son, 
signed on board the John P. Elliott to seek his father. Rugged adventures in whaling 
follow through chapter after chapter until Peter finds his father at last, half-mad 
from the solitary life he had lived on an island considered sacred by South Sea 
island natives. Here is introduction to the vanished gore and glory of the whaling 
industry rigged with a memorable blend of characterization and action. (10/2. LC:57-11049) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - NON-FICTION 


Holling, Holling Clancy Houghton Mifflin 
PAGOO $3.75 


* Holling Clancy Holling, who wrote Sea Bird and Minn of the Mississippi, 
etc., adds another opulently illustrated, richly researched account of the life of 
a hermit crab to his earlier triumphs. The little Pagurus, ("Pagoo”, for short) of 
whom he writes, lives in Tide Pool Town. The life cycle of the little hermit crab 
is dangerous indeed. "Old Instinct” aids the plucky little crustacean as he molts, 
and wanders homeless through sea caves and grottoes until he finds a home in 
"Travelling Towers". Pagoo enjoyed his penthouse apartment in a pink barnacle atop 
a starfish until a hungry Sculpin devours his dream home. Only a chase by other 
hermit crabs could have made Pagoo venture into Deep Hole, where an Octopus lay in 
wait. Strangely enough, Pagoo is saved from the tentacle of the Octopus by a Moray 
Eel. Illustrations by the author and Lucille Webster Holling, twenty full pages in 
color and a myriad of black and white drawings, are superb. Those in color have 
jewel-like tones, while the marginal black and whites are more scientific and ana- 
tomical. A handsome contribution for the child whose current interest is life 
beneath the sea. (10/15. LC:56-5551) 


Butler, Evelyn I. : 7 Viking 
& Dale, George A. $3. 50 
ALASKA: The Land and the People 


* . =. . gain considerable interest in this fairly brief erecenitiaiiiin ‘hilinuess 
the authors' knack of catching characteristic details which differentiate daily life 
there. They tell of the reindeer shortages 50 years ago, and again in 1937, which 
caused the Government to assume ownership and management of all herds; of the ironic 
fact that finding water to drink is as difficult in the frozen North as in a desert; 
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of the original purchase price (.02 an acre) and of a population which tripled between 
1940 and 1956. It is the judicious sprinkling of odd bits of information which varies 
the pace of a text of catholic scope ranging from the geographic nature of Alaska to the 
its occupations. Illustrations with photographs. Commendable coverage. (10/277) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Allan, Mabel Esther | Abelard-Schuman 
SUMMER OF DECISION $2.75 


| * A summer at Glenvara in Ireland with her cousins gave Sheila O'Mara, a young 
British girl faced with a choice of vocations, the opportunity to persuade her father, 
a school principal in England, that writing offered good possibilities for a career. And 
Sheila's visit gave her cousin, Mairin, 17, the audience and encouragement. she craved 
to further an acting career. The family and their British cousin initiated performances 
of short plays by Irish writers, with consequences affecting all their lives. Credible 
characterization, a lively plot and authentic background on Ireland as a country and a 
culture add up to a superior teen-aged story. Also, the exposition of parental attitudes 
toward the arts as a livelihood is valid. Wholesome entertainment with positive value. 
Illustrated by Geoffrey Whittam. (9/?. LC:57-9179) 


Clarke, Pauline Abelard-Schuman 
HIDDEN GOLD $2.75 


A holiday vacation, with Great-Aunt Edith in England, drew Georgina and her 
brother Alister into an archaeological chase. Through his preocupation with pre-Roman 
civilization in Britain, Alister was able to identify a fragment of a Celtic chieftain's 
golden neckpiece which had been purchased by a mysterious "antique-collector". Locating 
the remaining part of the ornament and preventing thieves from melting it down for the 
gold content led the children an exciting hunt and preserved an important find for the 
British Museum. Action is zestful, dialogue amusing and the presentation of British 
family life is interesting. Illustrated by Cecil Leslie. (9/7) . 


Keith, Harold | Crowell 
RIFLES FOR WATIE $3.75 


* Who was supplying rebel leader Watie, the Christian Indian who had galvanized 
the Cherokee Indian Nation into organized raids behind Union lines in Kansas and Oklahoma, 
with repeating rifles? Only a traitorous Union source could be responsible for his supply 
of the contraband weapons. When Jeff Bussey of Linn County, Kansas, joined Union Volunteers, 
he could not foresee that he would be an espionage agent as well as a soldier. Under the 
command of sadistic Captain Clardy, Jeff hunted rebel troops and was hunted by them. It 
was only after he found himself in enemy territory with Watie's men that Jeff learned the 
bitter truth about the source of Watie's access to the repeating rifles. Softening the 
grim and bloody character of this western Civil War intrigue is the story of his love for 
Lucy Washbourne, the fiery Southern girl, who found herself attracted to Jeff despite a 
Yankee uniform. Stirring, original and always credible, this is distinctly superior. 
(10/15. LC:57-10280) 


Sayre, Anne Crowell 
NEVER CALL RETREAT $2.50 


* When Elijah Whipple, an Abolitionist, brought his Quaker family into post-Civil- 
War Alabama, good intentions were not enough to keep peace. Colonel Holiday defended the © 
Whipple family and championed their right to own Pemberton, the estate which they purchased. 

But Clay Mciver :could not accept the idea of co-existence. Pru Whipple, Elijah's dauther, 
filled her days teaching school. And Ranny McIver, Clay's brother, found Pru's courage 
admirable. Burning and murder erupted before the peaceful hopes of the Quaker family could 
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be realized. A strong portrait of the bitter after taste of the Civil War is 
appropriate for supplementary reading in conjunction with high school study of the 
period. (10/15. LC:57-11900) 


Mitchell, Faye L. Doubleday 
THE TIDE ALWAYS TURNS $2.95 


Logging on Puget Sound sets the background for the story of John Watson 
whose father, owner of a logging camp, cannot believe that his son is old enough to 
have reached a judicious decision on his life work. John is determined to attend 
an agricultural school. But his father opposes the boy until John uncovers the 
skullduggery of Silas, their crippled cook, who has been stealing their logs. With 
episodes of fire-fighting and a close call with a cougar, there is valid rendering 
here of the Puget Sound logging country and a balanced presentation of the apron- 
string snipping in one Northwestern family. Illustrated by Richard Bennett. (10/17. 
LC :57-1143} ) 


Pease, Howard Doubleday 
SHIPWRECK $2.95 


Howard Pease unfolds just enough of his story in each chapter to keep the 
reader impatient for more answers to the intriguing questions about the disappearance 
of Renny Mitchum's father, who had been captain of the Mololo, a vanished vessel. 
Renny's image of his father as a hero changed radically after he signed on as mess 
boy aboard the Samarang, Was his father a no-good alcoholic? On the island of 
Jorango, where Renny found his father, he also discovered the truth about his father's 
character. A sea-going- thriller. Fast tempo and facile presentation raise this a 
notch above the run-of-the-mill. Illustrated by Harve Stein. (10/17. LC:57-11435 ) 


Hobart, Lois Funk & Wagnalls 
STRANGERS AMONG US $2.95 


Championing Esther Leopold, a stranger in town, alienated Alison Bedford, 
a high school senior, from the circle of girls she had known all her life. Mitch, 
too, Alison's first beau, deserted her when she refused to participate in group 
heckling of the newcomer. But Mark, Esther's brother, soon filled the vacuum Mitch 
had left. Through the Leopold family Alison learned first hand of anti-Semitism 
and acquired a deep affection for the Jewish family. There seems to be over-emphasis 
and exaggeration in the presentation of anti-Semitism here for Mark pictures his life 
as one proscribed entirely by Judaism implying that he has found no friendships 
with people who are not of his faith. At the novel's conclusion Alison and Mark have 
decided they are in love, and that education must intervene between the present and 
post-collegiate marriage. The pros and cons of inter-faith marriages are introduced 
through family discussions. A serious and worthwhile novel which comes to terms with 
small town inter-faith difficulties. Characterization is strong and commendable. 
(9/2. LC:57-10584 ) 


Jackson, C.P. & O.B. McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
PUCK GRABBER $2.50 


* Chalk up a number of goals for this swift sports story; action, a set of 
values, believable characters with plausible motivations and a clear story line. 
(Set in easy reading vocabulary with short simple sentences this will provide a 
natural for remedial reading purposes at a younger level.) This shows the development 
of Bill Jones as captain of the Meinland High hockey team. Bill, like many of his 
real-life counterparts, resented the limelight-seeker Cliff Beardsley, who grabbed 
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the puck, leaving his team mates no opportunity to score. It took Bill a long time to 
realize that part of his responsibility as Captain included pressuring Cliff into better 
sportsmanship. Swift action on the ice gives tips and pointers to hockey fans. TIllus- 
trated by Robert Henneberger. (10/15. LC:57-12583) 





Nourse, Alan E. McKay 
ROCKET TO LIMBO $3.00 


* Ad astra again --this time aboard the SS Ganymede with Lars Heldrigssen. Lars 
lives in the year 2008. Iceland was home to Lars, with flourishing wheat fields long 
since established by Lars' grandfather. His first star-run should only have lasted two 
months, for at embarkation the Ganymede's goal was Vega III for a final check on a new 
colony site for men from over-crowded earth. But Lars had barely gotten his “space- 
legs" when he began to suspect that Peter Brigham's presence on board presaged an entirely 
different destination -- one that would involve Lars in attempted mutiny. This is no 
ordinary star-jump: author Nourse has conceived a really credible plot with three di- 
mensional characters motivated by plausible reasoning. Furthermore, he has a most uncanny 
ability to visualize the strange sensations and settings of the world of the future. 

The season's best juvenile science fiction fabrication to date. (10/25. LC:57-12177 ) 


Dirksen, Joan Messner 
I'LL FIND MY LOVE $2.95 


The reader guesses long before Till Prentiss does that Seth Whitney, a dazzling- 
ly sophisticated sophomore at Cranston College in Iowa is just not the boy for our heroine. 
Blase Seth had squired half the girls on the campus before he began to pay attention to 


unimportant Till, a freshman from Rockport, Illinois. It took advice from Cranstonian 
editor, Alan MacGregor, to help Till to see that Seth Whitney was in fact a collegiate © 
Rudolph Rassendale. A lighter-than-air romance populated with collegiate stereotypes. 
Literature? No. Entertainment? Yes. (10/2. LC:57-11277) 


Cook, Lyn St. Martin's Press 
PEGEEN AND THE PILGRIM $2.95 

* Though eighth-grader Pegeen O'Hara could not take part in the local play at her 
school in Stratford, Canada,because she had agreed to deliver papers for her sick comrade, 
Richie Ross, the inauguration of the Shakespeare Festival brought the lure of the theatre 
into her home. Pegeen's widowed mother conducted a boarding house. Pegeen regarded the 
new boarder, Edward Briddlecomb, as her personal emissary from Stratford, England. The 
germination and flowering of the festival in Canada’s Stratford is depicted with a whole- 
some regard for human values and a satisfactory denouement with Pegeen's bit part in a film 
revolving about the Festival. (9/26. ) 


Fidler, Vera St. Martin's Press 
CHUCKWAGON OF THE CIRCLE B $2.95 


Nancy Brownlee, 10, and her brother Bob, 14, were determined to win the chuck- 
wagon race for children, held in Calgary, province of Alberta, Canada. But just before 
the race, they were captured by cattle rustlers. With the help of Colleen, their stal- 
wart collie, the Brownlee children saved the cattle for their father's ranch, the Circle 
B. And with assistance from the hired man, they built a chuck wagon from an old buck- 
board. There are exciting episodes preceding the climax, with the cattle rustlers, and 
a near-drowning, but there is no real question about whether Bob and Nancy will win the 
race -- it's a foregone conclusion. Appeal is strictly Canadian. Illustrations in black 
and white by Doug Stephens are competent. (8/22. ) 
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Frank, R., Jr. Crowell 
ICE ISLAND: The Story of Antarctica $3.50 


The ancient Greek scholars knew that far to the north was a huge cold region. 
They called this part of the world arktos, after the constellation of stars shaped 
like a bear which blazes in the northern sky. In an exhaustive reference volume the 
author details the history of ice-locked North exploration. Fascinating insights 
into the experiences of those men who have charted what we know of Antarctica are 
here. We meet Amundsen and his companions climbing the Heiberg Glacier, complaining, 
ironically of the heat. With Shackleton, on Beardmore Glacier, we celebrate 
Christmas. Menu? "Hoosh" - a stewlike food made of pony meat and pemmican. James 
Cook, Charles Wilkes, James Ross, Robert Scott, Roald Amundsen and Richard E. Byrd, - 
their journeys and accomplishments are recorded here with informative photographs. 
The interest level and vocabulary place this distinctly for high school students and 
for collegiate reference. (10/15. LC:57-9254) 


Plotz, Helen- /d. Crowell 
UNTUNE THE SKY: Poems of Music and the Dance $3.50 


Songs and music have inspired poets from the time of the Old Testament to 
the present as Helen Plotz's latest work attests. In her last book Mrs. Plotz 
compiled poetry in praise of science, IJmagination's Other Place. Now she turns her 
attention to a comprehensive anthology which taps sources as varied as Shakespeare 
and Ogden Nash for thoughts on the music of our sphere. Feathered songsters or tin- 
whistle players have inspired verse, serious or tongue-in-check. As in her other 
book, the illustrations are black and white wood engravings by Clare Leighton. Verses 
celebrating the dance are given a section of the book. For the readership it seeks, 
this is a rich anthology. (10/15. LC:57-10285) 


Sterne, Emma Gelders Knopf 
MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE $3.50 


* . . . president of Bethune-Cookman College and director of the Division of 
Negro Affairs of the National Youth Administration, was the fifteenth child of 
parents wao had been slaves. Her life story begins in Mayesville, South Carolina. 
Although at one point she was forced to abandon school to pull the plow in place of 
the old mule that died, Mary was determined to have an education. And with the help 
of a Quaker benefactor she studied and learned and determined to teach her own race. 
After marriage to Albertus Bethune, she founded a school at Daytona Beach, Fla., 
financed by the sale of the sweet-potato pies she baked. Mary fought Jim Crow, 
poverty and the Ku Klux Klan to maintain her school. As the public schools made 
primary education available to her race, she dropped those classes to add higher 
grades. The author writes with moving empathy of a courageous and dedicated life 
sworn to a humanitarian cause. Illustrated by Raymond Lufkin. (10/2. LC:57-9201) 

} 
Arnold-Forster, F. D. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE MADAGASCAR PIRATES $3.00 


The brigands assembled between the covers of this log bedeviled vessels 
in the Indian Ocean. Irony abounds in the courses set by these cutthroat crews. 
John Avery, for example, sailed under drunken Captain Gibson, on the Charles II. 
While the Captain slept, Avery assembled a mutinous crew, then appraised the stupe- 
fied skipper of his plans to take over the vessel and offered him a choice of 
sailing with the mutineers or release in a lifeboat with his followers. Gibson chose 
the lifeboat. Avery changed the Charles II to the Fancy and plagued and plundered 
booty enough to last him through an affluent old age. But when he tried to start 
life anew with his gains, a jewel merchant guessed his identity and extortion took 
Avery's swag. For Jolly Roger fans, several of the buccaneer-biographies should be 
of interest. (9/23) 
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Fedder, Ruth 7 McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 


OU- THE PERSON YOU WANT TO BE 0 
YOU ,¥ $275 @ 

Without “talking down" to the reader, the author simplifies fundamentals of 
psychology es stepping-stomes to adjustment and maturity. Parental relationships with 
children are discussed sanely with a cause-and-effect approach. Woman's role in the 
American economy is examined with emphasis on the increasing number of working wives. 
The common manifestations of emotional insecurity in adolescence are described here with 
some consideration of later difficulties encountered by the emotionally immature in 
marriage. Very sound treatment of the teen-ager as a member of a family group now and 
later. One of the best of its type. (10/45. LC:57-12579) 

(ir 
Sullivan, Walter McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
WHITE LAND OF ADVENTURE ~ do of $2295 





A special, shortened version of Quest For A Continent, a more comprehensive ac- 
count of Antarctic explorations, discoveries and geography, has been prepared for teen- 
aged readers. The accounts of the great expeditions and the men who commanded them are 
the apex of the book. But topography and the strategic importance of Antarctica today 
and the IGY expeditions are thoroughly treated. Excerpts from a storehouse of informa- 
tion about the South Pole and its environs. (10/15. LC:57- — 

: iin 
Albert, Marvin McKay 
THE LONG WHITE ROAD: Ernest Shackleton's Antarctic Adventures $3.00 


* Pitted against the remorseless Antarctic, Irish-born, English-educated Ernest 
Shackleton with his selfless leadership and unflagging courage provides rich material for © 


an action-packed adventure-biography. As a young merchant seaman Shackleton accompanied 
Captain Scott in 190l1.on Antarctic exploration. Before they reached the South Pole they 
were forced back. He dreamed then of crossing the continent first. Thrice he essayed 
exploratory parties, in the Nimrod, Endurance and Quest. Here is the saga of one of the 
great explorers, who ironically never achieved his goals. It is the rare personality 

of Shackleton which makes this an especially appropriate biography for teen-aged boys. In 
his story they can experience vicariously the adventures of a man, with a “passion for 
danger", bearing the loneliness and paying the penalties of leadership. (10/25. LC:57-7640) 


de la Torre, Lillian Nelson 
THE ACTRESS $2.75 


* . . . who held audiences in her thrall for thirty years at Drury Lane and 
Convent Garden, Sarah Kemble is a spirited and magnetic figure in Lillian de la Torre's 
lively biography. As Juliet to William Siddons' Romeo in her grandfather's troupe of 
strolling players, Sarah could speak the romantic passages with real emotion, though she 
was not as old as Shakespeare's heroine. Here is a portrait of 18th century England, 
when travelling players might not charge admission to act, though they could put on plays 
after concerts for which they were paid, in which a scintillating theatrical figure is 
dominant. The dramatic story of Sarah's marriage to William, despite family objections, 
and her slow and determined conquest of the theatre is interspersed with quotations from 
Shakespeare --which gives it added source value for students now encountering his plays in 
high school. Sarah fares very well indeed at the gifted hands of Lillian de la Torre, 
who gave us The White Rose of Stuart. (10/15. LC:57-10020) 
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Landis, Mary G. & Judson T. Prentice-Hall 
TEEN-AGERS GUIDE FOR LIVING $3.95 


From alcohol to acne, the bones of contention which disturb the family 
peace and divide adolescents from their elders are considered here with suggestions 
for teen-agers to follow in achieving the independence they desire. Earning and 
spending money, the ever-controversial family car, moral codes, dating and hobbies, 
are sympathetically discussed - with attention also to manners. Parents will approve 
the attitudes of the authors, and teens should sanction the fairly liberal policies 
proposed. Adequate. (9/13) 


Baker, George | Roy 
HAWK OF NORMANDY $3.00 


Although the facts of William the Conqueror's life are marshalled accurately 
in this latest addition to the Pageant of History series, a lumbering style and 
failure to convey places or periods are deficiencies which mar a fictionalized bio- 
graphy. The illegitimate son of Robert, Duke of Normandy, William succeeded to his 
father's title when the latter died on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. William's 
courtship of Matilda of Flanders, his marriage despite Papal objections on grounds 
of consanguinity, the ransom paid by William to rescue Harold Godwin, successor to 
Edward the Confessor's English reign, and the ensuing Battle of Hastings bring the 
reader to William's coronation. William's reign is briefly described, highlighted 
by his recording of all land holdings in the Domesday Book, of necessity rather than 
choice. (9/16. L¢:57-10700) 


FICTION FOR. YOUNG ADULTS 


Roy, Gabrielle Harcourt, Brace 
STREET OF RICHES , $3.95 


A series of stories about a large French-Canadian family that lives on Rue 
Deschambault near Winnipeg is told by the youngest of the family, Christine. They 
deal most often with her father and mother and with her own growing up.. Some capture 
only an atmosphere or an emotion or an odd moment; others are full-fledged, well- 
wrought tales of real people growing and changing. Humor and sensitivity mark a 
touching and appealing book, sealed so with aren skill. Full report on p. 547. 

(10/2. LC:57-10065 ) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Cerf, Bennett- £d. Harper 
: READING FOR PLEASURE $4.95 


"A feast of enjoyable writing from a lifetime of pleasure in reading” - 
so the well-known publisher, lecturer and humorist defines this 832 page book. 
Throughout Mr. Cerf's own comments add their spice to fiction and non-fiction selec 
tions from 65 authors. There's humor, nostalgia, superb story telling and first 
rate reporting, romance and fantasy and scholarship, culled from sources as varied 
as Galsworthy and Capote. Sure appeal and sufficient variety to please all moods 
and humors. Full report on p. 571. (10/2. LC:57-8166) 


Dunlap, Henry A. i. Harper 
& Tuch, Hans $3.50 
ATOMS AT YOUR SERVICE 


If you are a peace-minded citizen and especially if you are a resident of 
the U.S., here are the A B C's of nuclear energy: what it is, how it is released 
and made usable, where it goes today and where it may go tomorrow- in agriculture, 
industry, medicine. If you are concerned over America's official position in the 
development of atomic energy for peaceful purposes and the sharing of knowledge and 
nuclear fuel with the world at large --here are specific, intelligible answers. 
Full report on p. 562. (9/18. LC:57-10990) 
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Morris, William Harper 
IT'S EASY TO INCREASE YOUR VOCABULARY $3.95 @ 


Vocabulary enrichment is made painless with the help of ingenious learning tools 
compiled by the author through his years as editor of a newspaper column on words. Games, 
tests and puzzles measure progress in vocabulary expansion. In addition common errors and 
omissions are consiered in terms of propriety on the three vocabulary levels- recognition, 
writing and speaking. Full report on p. 560. (8/21. 1C:57-6145) 


Rau, Santha Rama Harper 
VIEW TO THE SOUTHEAST $3.50 


With no purpose in mind except pleasure, Miss Rau (accompanied by her husband, 
son and a friend) revisits the exotic lands of Southeastern Asia. Informally, Miss Rau 
describes the contrarietiéeés of Manila, Vietnam, the red earth of Cambodia, the appealing 
Laotians, the happy Balinese and the optimism of Laos. Unfortunately she seems to have 
lost some of that warmly personal touch which makes a travelogue an experience. Full 
report on p. 572. (10/2. L6:57-8178) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 






| Association Press 
FOLK ARTS AND CRAFTS $5.95 


Ickis, Marguerite 


With current enthusiasm for do-it-yourself projects, this categorized compila- 
tion of “authentic folk crafts to meet present day demands" may well find its audience 
among amateurs as well as among aducators. It embraces leather tooling, ceramics, wood @ 
carving, embroidery, furniture decoration (briefly) and puppetry. Drawings and diagrams 
give sequential steps in construction and decoration of everything from hiking sticks to 
piggy banks. Teaching and shop, camp personnel, Scout leaders and therapists should 
welcome the numerous suggestions offered. Full report on p. 578. (9/1.) 


Woodring, Paul McGraw-Hill 
A FOURTH OF A NATION $4.50 


. that is the enrollment of students in our schools and colleges and this 
examination of teaching is of direct importance to that body. The teaching profession 
follows both art and science. Champions of both the progressive and classical schools of 
thought may find a "common core of agreement". The author, who wrote Let's Talk Sense 
About Our Schools (1953) explores the questions of who shall be educated, the aims of edu- 
cation, individual student differences, limitations of the school's responsibility, educa- 
tional planning and teacher training. No mere denunciation of error, this is a reasoned, 
balanced, calm appraisal of the educational scene with a proposed program for the re- 
direction of American thinking for the future. Full report on p. 563. (9/18. LC:57-10232 ) 














PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 






522 (J-184) Riwkin-Brick, Anna- EVA VISITS NORIKO-SAN - from 9/10 to 9/3 (Macmillan) 
523 (J-185) Lavin, Mary- A LIKELY STORY - from 9/10 to 9/24 (Macmillan) 

527 (J-189) Holberg, Ruth- SMUGGLERS OF SANDY BAY - from 10/3 to 10/17 (Doubleday) 
528 (J-190) Anderson, C.W.- AFRAID TO RIDE - from 9/24 to 10/8 (Macmillan) 
528 (J-190) Heppner, Elizabeth- INKI - from 9/24 to 10/8 (Macmillan) © 
537 (J-199) Lent, Henry B.- FLIGHT OVERSEAS = from 9/24 to 10/8 (Macmillan) 
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A Special Note on Great Expectations 


With names like Mary Ellen Chase, Edwin O'Connor, Francoise Sagan and R.C. Hutchinson 
on the agenda, one might well expect a bonanza of a month. The Chase, THE EDGE OF 
DARKNESS, (Norton) has considerable charm but scarcely rates as a novel; O'Connor's 
BENJY is a disappointingly forced: fantasy (Little, Brown) - a cautionary tale; Miss 
Sagan has slipped another. notch with THOSE WITHOUT SHADOWS (Dutton); R.C. Hutchinson 
has written a fast-paced adventure yarn in MARCH THE NINTH (Rinehart). And the meat 
of the season lies in the unheralded: two quite extraordinary Negro stories, Julian 
Mayfield'’s THE HIT (Vanguard) and Herbert Simmons' CORNER BOY (Houghton, Mifflin); 
and a powerful closeup of a POW camp in Germany, THE PRISONERS OF COMBINE D, by Len 
Grovannitti (Holt). Finally, a novel by Hal Borland, THE AMULET (Lippincott), makes 
pleasant reading. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


September 13 


Lawrence, Josephine Harcourt, Brace 
THE PRODIGAL $3.95 


-+- is the ingrate Alric, whose charm and talent as a musician bring him 
the overweeningly indulgent love of his aging mother who is one of the litter of 
responsibilities he leaves behind him. Others include his daughter, Eunice, as he 

Yo is off to marry a fifth wife, debts, and ultimately jail convictions. Not so long- 
suffering is Hallie, the wife of his brother who has been emotionally and financially 
sacrificed to the care and upkeep of Alric. As time passes, Hallie, always unfor- 
giving, concentrates on salvaging Eunice so that she can free herself from her 
father's victimization and marry happily. So that when Alric returns, to die of 
cancer, he dies alone when his mother precedes him into the other world and he re- 
alizes that Eunice no longer returns the affection he might have commanded.... A 
present-day retelling of the parable in plain terms, this has the conviction of 
people you might know anywhere and a recurrent situation. It is for Josephine 
me) well-established readership which can also compare and identify. (LC:57- 
100 


September 26 


Salaman, Esther Abelard-Schuman 
THE FERTILE PLAIN $3.50 


On the eve of the Russian Revolution, an optimistic tension prevailed. Even 
in Jewish homes where the threat of death and darkness was dinned by the reality of 
the pogroms, the Beiliss trial, streetfights, conviction in the imminent dawn of a 
better world was strong. Through her autobiographical description of childhood and 
young womanhood, Mrs. Salaman conveys the feelings of a middle class, Jews and Gentiles 
included, concerning the electric rumblings of the Russian 1900's. She writes of 
Rissele - her family, friends, school and neighbors - a Jewish child, who identifies 
herself strongly with her Jewish heritage and at the same time is influenced by her 
close friendships with Gentiles. She emerges as a member of the intelligentsia, en- 
dorsing political change. The book is overburdened with details of adolescent awake- 
@ ning, trivial events and irrelevant musings. Its value lies in the recreation of the 
’ immediacy and vitality of the times as felt by real people, and not in the realm of 
history or biography. There is a certain poetry as she rebuilds her child's world 
composed of her mother, father, and Baba (grandmother) and restores the problems pe- 
culiar to her family and to Jews in general...the ancient insecurity, ethnic unity, 
family closeness. (LC:57-9061) tel 
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September ??7 


Burnett, Hallie Messner 
THE BRAIN PICKERS $3.95 @ 


From an author whose fifteen years in the field of publishing provides equip- 
ment for telling tales out of school, this novel of the machinations of the world of 
editors, publishers and agents does more for the backdrop than for the cast of characters. 
Scenes revolve around Jean Temple, 21, intelligent, lovely and in love with a promising 
young novelist. Her mother- a widow- has recently married Kevin Roller, a ruthless 
climber who made his money on comics and girlie magazines and then wangled his way into 
a respectable but disintegrating firm, Primrose Press. The weak grandson of the founder, 
Gerald Primrose, Tony Thompson, a talented editor, and Roller do battle over the proper 
editing of trusting authors; Jean's mother emerges from the nightmare of her marriage 
wiser for the experience; Jean and her novelist, James Warner, strike a hopeful chord on 
a dismal scene with their marriage; while the Primrose Press, despite the tragedy of 
Thompson's final failure and death, eludes the grasp of Roller and is in for better days. 
Those in the know will be busy attempting identification. (LC:57-10508) 


October 3 


Portobello, Petronella Houghton, Mifflin 
MOTHER OF THE DEB $3.00 


A running (eventually at top speed) account, via letters to a friend whose 
daughter is to be launched next year, of the advance planning that goes into a deb's 
first London Season. Petronella, a widow with a pension and a small income from book 
reviewing and manuscript reading, has to beard her trustee to dip into capital, is 
guided by an authority on debuts, organizes other "mums", and, with the two who will 
share the dance for Jane, works on their strategy to get through the season without 
total ruin. The problems of clothes, a house to be rented, of the press and the photo- @® 
graphers, of the mounting lists of guests and the appalling number of other daughters 
to be entertained - these are the additional obstacles to be (victoriously ) surmounted 
before young Jane is properly submitted in the marriage market A near scandal and then 
unfortunate publicity in the newspapers almost upset the whole siege but things come 
right side up and Mum has her own seasonable conquest - of a second husband. Most 
Britishly U, this has a frivolous charm that is close to the early D. E. Stevenson and 
the very earliest Thirkell. (LC:57-11562) 


October 9 


Arden, Leon Crown 
THE SAVAGE PLACE $3.95 


---. Solitary too, for impotence causes the isolation booth in which young, 
handsome Andrew Williams finds himself. In Spain, he sits in on the bullish sessions 
conducted by two acquaintances with a whore, Alice, but is himself exposed once again to 
humiliation when they force him into bed with her Negro friend. Drinking, and driving 
too fast, he lands in a hospital where the cardiac Kanka teaches him "not to run away but 
to run after a new world", a lesson learned by Kanka's compulsory continence from his 
heart condition. He goes home again, is taunted by his sister as a "mental basket case", 
tries hard- too hard- with Linda, but when he discovers his real love for her he finds 
a certain faith in and for himself Exploring- and exploiting- while never bothering 
to explain, this makes the vicarious most of this vicissitude and is probably as sex- 
gorged as anything fit to print (more likely reprint). (LC:57-12821) (Q) 


October 11 


Forrest, Williams Crown 
STIGMA $3.50 


The good of the individual vs the common good is the theme of this fast-moving 
novel. The setting is the court martial of a U.S. defector to the Communists during the 
Korean campaigns. The author chooses not to explore the problem of loyalties, but rather 





ie a a ti 


August 15, 1957 Fiction -595- 


the question as to whether a man can place the collective good above his personal 
good, without the rewards due a hero and even with the danger of a stigma on his 
name. Able Bliss is no hero in the grand manner, but rather a tool of fate. A 
capsule containing intelligence information was passed to him by a dying U.S. secret 
agent in Korea. Then Bliss is captured, casts his lot with the "progressives" 

and- to further protect his secret, murders another G.I. prisoner. After the truce 
and the delivery of the capsule, Bliss knows he can expect no help from Security 
and must stand trial, unless he reveals the mission thrust upon him. The strain 
has reduced him to a state of mental collapse; he passively goes through the trial; 
and only at the close, sentenced to life imprisonment, does he show a spark of 
humanness and attempts escape - and is killed. Bliss' final action was an ins- 
tinctive one, but it came too late. The problem is important and is handled ef- 
fectively, with skill and astuteness. (LC:57-12819) 


October 15 


O'Connor, Edwin Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
BENJY: A Ferocious Fairy Tale $4.00 


Benjy was Mummy's darling - a self-righteous, horrid little boy who went 
through life not understanding at all why he lost friends and failed to influence 
people. Just what purpose is served by this tale - unless Edwin O'Connor is get- 
ting back at someone - remains a mystery. Seek as one does for symbolism, humor, 
any raison d'etre one reaches the end mystified as to why the story was written, 
for whom it is intended, and why it is being published. There may be such small 
monsters and such incredibly idiotic mothers, but even broad caricature fails to 
convince this reader, who frankly resisted every line of the book, which is merci- 
fully short. (LC:57-11994) 


Fremantle, Anne Macmillan 
BY GRACE OF LOVE : $3.50 


A rather sketchy novel skims the years from the first World War to the 
second, from the birth of Piers- the third child of an economically advantageous, 
emotionally unsatisfying marriage, to the Spanish Civil War and after. His mother, 
who has lost her husband, and to an extent her first two children, to their French 
Mademoiselle, will concentrate all her love on Piers who grows up to be a dreamy, 
abstract, sensitive young man. On the way to Balliol, he falls in love with Clare- 
a Catholic girl; together they have an affair- but Clare refused to marry him- 
feeling that he will devaluate her faith if she permits the sacrament of marriage 
to cover their carnal sin. Piers volunteers in Spain, still suffers from his 
spiritual restlessness and lack of commitment, until he becomes a Catholic and 
enters the priesthood. When he meets Clare again- during the war- he is aware 
that her unhappiness is now greater than his- but that their faith- while not a 
substitute for their love- will compensate.... The author writes pleasantly, if 
rather faintly, so that her young romance, and its denial, is never very clear or 
urgent. For a loyal Catholic market. (LC:57-10779) 


Trevor, Elleston Macmillan 
THE KILLING GROUND $3.50 


This author's documentaries (The Big Pick-Up and Squadron Airborne) of 
the war now include the part that the tanks played from D-Day invasion to the wipe- 
out at Falaise. He follows the men who man the behemoths from the landing, over 
and away from the beach, on to their awkward, deadly course over the land, readying 
for their meeting with the German Panzers: he tallies the loss of men and machines, 
the threat of loss of morale, the slow gains- against personal fears and despair 
as well as against the dangers from the enemy. His account is a step-by-step report 
of a battle in the making and a battle fought through the men who lived it - in 
talk and action, in the atmosphere of fighting men and Army terms, terrain and tanks, 
and in sharp spotlighting of incident and character. Unobtrusive and quiet, this 
continues the able history-into-fiction of the previous books for the more military 
minded. (LC:57-5209) 
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October 16 


Borland, Hal Lippincott 
THE AMULET $3.50 © 
The re-issue of Borland's earlier books, the good reception of High Wide And 
Lonesome Should make an easy way for this novel which is simplicity itself and just as 
simply a tale that is holding. Quincy Scott, eighteen going on nineteen and an orphan, 
is about to marry Rhoda Bennett and have his own little piece of land near Denver. But 
he has to join a war party that is setting out to fight for the Confederacy: he finds 
the battle he seeks, fights in it - and returns to Rhoda. That's what there is of the 
story but there's more- in how Quincy realizes that he has to travel to find out, in his 
three companions along the trail that takes them to Price's volunteer Missourian militia, 
in the happenings on the way when Rhoda's little locket turns out to be big medicine for 
all of them, in the people they meet and the stories they hear, in their escapes from 
Federal capture, in their underground recruiting route - and in the minor battle which. had 
notable casualties at Wilson's Creek from which only Quincy and trapper Jake return. 
Unassuming but staunch in its questing. (LC:57-11947) 


Farris, Jack 1A0 Lippincott 
A MAN TO RIDE WITH }0) 7 


$3.50 


. has beliefs, and the courage to fight for them, and such a man is Chad 
Walters who returns to farm the river bottom country left him by his father. In so doing, 
he must oppose the surly, clannish, lawless "gumbo rats" who resent and isolate an out- 
sider- and particularly the Boones who live on his land. Chad marries Emma Boone who 
forfeits her family when she falls in love with him- and the years bring an unequal dis- 
tribution of sorrow; Emma's brothers leave the country, her father dies alone, and her 
first child is stillborn- so that she escapes him for a time in despondency. A second _ 
child reaffirms their love for each other and their marriage- but Emma's reéurrent fears 
are fulfilled when the youngster is killed riding the mustang his father has bought him. 
So that Emma, alone again in her grief, is ready to leave Chad- this time for good- until 
she is brought to realize that his suffering, even while self-contained, is as great as 
hers.... The earlier (1953) Rameywas a moving story of a man and a boy; this too has 
tenderness, and a wisdom which goes beyond understanding, as it shows a man whose strength 
makes him unapproachable and a woman who is to an extent the victim of that courage. The 
bare, "mean" Chekow County country lends a further discipline. 


October 17 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Appleton-Century-Crofts 
FLIGHT INTO MORNING $3.95 


A marriage which is affected by a dominating father, a brother and sister who 
are fighting his control, and a family industry, is the main thread of this novel. All 
these threats to Bill Deming's second marriage to Western-raised, wealthy Maggie are 
almost minor compared to the determination of his first wife, Paige, to remain on the 
Deming estate in Connecticut and to oust Maggie at whatever cost. Lisa and Kirk are all 
for Maggie; his father succumbs when Maggie becomes pregnant but her miscarriage turns 
him against her. Bill is bedeviled also by the threat of competition to his closely 
guarded R905, a convertiplane whose helicopter blades can be fixed for straight flying, 
and the necessity to find the leak within the factory, to test all of which and prove the 
new model, parallel his troubles over Maggie's love and loyalty and Paige's intimidating 
demands. Kirk's successful testing of the new ship and the final link in the search for ® 
the traitor give Bill his chance to free himself and Maggie from his father and to esta- 
blish his marriage securely. Slick, up-dated, this will give women plenty of plot and 
problems for vicarious living. (LC:57-12054) 
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agape 
Gebler, Ernest Ofolaxr 24 Doubleday 
A WEEK IN THE COUNTRY $3.95 


A present-day novel from the author of the best seller, Plymouth Adventure, 
this brings together three brothers, long separated, to the northwest corner of 
England, where they had been born. There's the one who has stayed home, fought the 
decay of the farm and brought it back, but never lost his resentments, never quite 
been able to forgive, never even fully acceptec asawife the girl he had taken after 
his Kate's death. There are the two older brothers whv had gone to America to make 
their own way- had become Communists- and had split when the older brother broke 
with the Party and gave a Congressional Committee some names. Mark - his name- 
wanted to make Carl, who was still numbered among the top ten, see that he wor- ts 
shipped false gods; Carl wanted only to have Mark acknowledge that he had gone soft- 
couldn't take it. They argue endless pages- and all the arguments, pro and con, 
of Communist and ex-Communist, are there. And Eddie, who cared only for his farm- 
and security- was caught in the middle. Mark had kidnapped his almost grown-up 
son, Sammie, and brought him home to England- but when the boy's mother folioweda, 
and claimed him, Mark had to get off by himself to straighten out his thinking. He 
went out on the lake- the kayak overturned- he was drowned. Had Carl watched him 
drown? Eddie had to know. Had Ruth, the girl who was wife in all but name, learned 
to love Mark? He had to know. Torturing himself, he sees his surviving brother 
off - and turns back to the farm he'd fought to save. An idea book, with the ideas 
submerged in the welter of words. (LC:57-9392) 


Kovacs, Ernie tie-i) : Doubleday 
ZOOMAR $3.95 


.»-this is a TV expression for a camera lens which comes in for a close- 
up - and gives the focus to this novel about the industry by one of its current top 
performers. The course (and it is coarse, too) of Tom Moore who goes from radio to 
the larger medium through his programming for Wipe-Ola, a shoe shine, embodies a 
fuller explanation department of all TV areas, from top brass and politics to 
sponsors, directors, mechanics, would-be contestants and performers, from degrees 
of infidelity among the married to degrees of acquiescence among the available, 
from knifing within the company to competition and throat cutting without. Moore, 
in spite of tempting chances, of a frequent “hazy wall of daydreaming" (usually 
sexy), of the sneaky standards of his enemies, heads into the upper brackets through 
his belief in better productions for TV, in some goodness in most people and in his 
own right to say "no". There is reality in Kovacs' handling of conferences, deals 
on the make, the big sell to the customer and types of TV personalities, and his 
do-good Moore has his moments of gaiety. But the overlay of more strip than tease, 
more bald talk than satire, more sex than sensibility - annoys. A name and a public 
domain here for the hardened reader. (LC:57-11429) (Q) 


Ayrton, Elizabeth Dutton 
SAUCE AND SENSUALITY $3.95 

The history of a French family is here served up with its ever-present concern 
over cooking for the Anderts often produce a true chef whose talents affect some 
crisis in their lives. Gabrielle's present day story - of the hotel she built up on 
a reputation for classic cuisine, of the husband, now dead, who was bored and easily 
bedded by other women - hinges on the choice she must make, between the dishes she 
excels in and the stranger she has come to love, and turns to the past to trace the 
pattern her family has left - in love and in their traditional recipes. From Marthe, 
who founded the line of cooks and who was treated as a pagan and a witch, through her 
daughter Armande who ran away with gypsies and whose son Louis had preferred a cafe to 
a chef's cap, his son Bertrand,the Good Pig, who perfected his art through his love for 
the Comtesse who employed him, to his niece Solange who became great only in her cook- 
ing- comes the gossip and the old family stories that Gabrielle tells her younger 
sister while waiting for the day she must make up her mind between her kitchen and her 
lover. If gastronomes are novel readers, this should certainly be for them for 
elegant and tantalizing recipes are included in the story proper and the admiration for 
good eating is a definite quality in this liberal linealizing. And others may be at- 
tracted by its unexpected ingredients. (LC:57-8968) 
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Braine, John Houghton, Mifflin 
ROOM AT THE TOP | r $3.75 


August 15, 1957 


A very good first novel by a young Englishman of the new postwar generation, 
this is Joe Lampton's story, of how he leaves behind the mill town where he was born 
and raised a laborer's son, to work as an accountant in the Town Hall of a country town 
and attain his social and professional ambitions. It is a story of love and money in- 
extricably intertwined and of how Joe sacrificed his love for an older married woman to 
secure the daughter of the richest man in town. Joe is a young man on the make, an 
unattractive type, but Braine makes him understandable; he is self-conscious, self- 
pitying, detached and calculating about sex (of which there is quite a bit). Still, the 
reader gets involved with him and the book has a certain impact as well as humor- of a 
cynical sort. All in all, Braine has written an essentially serious novel of the "beat 
generation", and it is for the audience which has enjoyed such new writers as Kingsley 
Amis. (LC:57-11710) 


f\ 
October iF | 
Powell, Dawn Houghton, Mifflin 
A CAGE FOR LOVERS / $3.00 
Christine Drummond has for some years been not only the companion but also 
the chattel of rich Miss Lesley Patterson in New York state: so has Gordon, also a home 
town boy, whom she has made her chauffeur and is a somewhat surlier semidependent in 
her little empire. Given an opening, Christine runs away- for the third time- and in 
Paris makes a fluttering attempt to free herself- from Miss Lesley and from the memory 
of Cousin John, whom she had loved. Gordon follows her, goads her, and reveals the full 
extent of Miss Lesley's possessive protection; so does John- to expose his own weakness; 
and so does Miss Lesley who is invalided by a stroke into a more real dependence- but 
Gordon, however, still offers her the motive and incentive to escape.... Miss Powell, 
whose wicked eye and ear and tongue have given a characteristic cachet to her earlier 
novels, is in a far softer mood; if she is less effective, she has managed a pleasant 
entertainment for women. Rentals. (LC¢:57-9982) 
OP) cot hk He 
Mayfield, Julian sé Vanguard Press 
THE HIT $3.50 


* In Harlem they play the numbers. In the beauty parlors, on the stoops, down 
Lenox Ave. there is steady conversation and relay with the bookie, investing in a dream 
which never materializes but sustains the dullness of the day and imbues it with an 


intangible and tenuous meaning. Hubert Cooley was a superintendent on 126th Street whose 


insipid years of squalor and dissatisfaction have rendered a dubious mental state - of 


which his peculiar behavior in Central Park is the first important sign. His apprehension 


unearths a network of relationships and characters which connect, directly or indirectly, 


with Hubert Cooley- the son James Lee and his girl Essie, his unappealing wife Gertrude, | 


| 


the bookie John Lewis, the sophisticated daughter Iretha. In the rush to bail out his 
father, James Lee has a fight with Essie who vows never to accept rough treatment, con- 
ventionally expected from men again. Hubert dreams a number and scrounges the grocery 
money to play it. Foolishly the bookie pockets the money for his private bank, but when 
Hubert “hits" it, he pulls a disappearing act in Grand Central where he bumps into 

James Lee, now enlightened, persuading Essie of his new-found insight. As James returns 
to Harlem emptyhanded, bookie and Essie entrained, Hubert is proudly waiting for his 
dream - no entreaties can dissuade nor facts dislodge his belief. His number is Negro 
but his conviction is American - the dream being a fundamental American support but a 
source of irreparable disillusion. Well-plotted, extremely perceptive, this first novel 
presents its timely philosophy undisguised. (LC:57-12251) 
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Benton, Paul Crowell 
THE GENTLEMAN FROM AMERICA $4.50 


An overactive adventure story takes some giant steps with the 6'6" bearded 
American, Jack Newbury, who renews his acquaintance with his cousin, the 8th Duke of 
Northminster, in a tavern. Together they go to St. Petersburg- on a mission for the 
Iron Duke- to discover Czar Alexander's plans for expansion. In Paris they are 
followed by a cadaverous Russian, and Jack has an affair with the more fleshy Denise, 
wife of the French Ambassador, who follows him to Russia. There Jack is kidnapped, 
imprisoned in Siberia, and escapes with the Prince Kropotkin. Struggling for months 
through the fantastically bitter Siberian winter, they cross the Mongolian border- as 
Northminster and Denise- with help from the Czar- search for the "giant" prisoner 
and find him just in time. He and Denise marry- and sail to America.... The story 
really swashbuckles- and if the action is stretched to fit the story- it's only be- 
cause even a 6'6" bearded American can't do everything himself. (LC:57-10472) 


October 21 


Sagan, Francoise Dutton 
THOSE WITHOUT SHADOWS $2.75 


A skilled artist once again applies her techniques to a hollow nothingness, 
well titled "those without shadows". This seems a wholly surface application intend- 
ed to reflect - as in a mirror - a group of amoral people who take it for granted 
that every man has his extra marital affaire, that there's a reasonably amicable ac- 
ceptance of interchange of bedmates, and that- while there's heartbreak here and 
there- it is of little moment. There seems small excuse for this book. In her two 
earlier books one accepted the penetration of adolescent emotions with a certain 
astonished recognition of Latin vs Anglo-Saxon standards. A Certain Smile seemed 
the predictable next step in development from Bonjour Tristesse. Could it be assum- 
ed that Those Without Shadows portrays the inevitable denouement? One hopes- not 
too confidently- that the American reading public will find this a bore. (LC:57-12105 ) 


October 21 


O'Meara, Walter Knopf 


THE DEVIL'S CROSS $3.95 
O'Meara's previous novels (The Trees Went Forth, The Spanish Bride and 
Minnesota Gothic (with as many publishers, Crown, Putnam and Holt) had the United 
States for their period and historic settings; this has the Children's Crusade of 
the thirteenth century as its focus. In 1212 Hugh the Burgundian, a knight with no 
stomach for the slaughter of innocents practiced by his lord, obtains permission to 
serve Count Jorg in Germany. There he finds the old Count's nephew Torbert and his 
scheming wife Haldis are causing trouble; he is entrusted with the mission of bring- 
ing backthe Count's daughter Judith who is en route with the Children's Crusade to 
the Holy Land. Lady Haldis' spies try to kill him but Hugh escapes and follows the 
pitiful trail of children dying of starvation and disease, being sold into slavery 
and prostitution or forming murderous wild bands that ravage the countryside. Of 
the 30,000 German children only 1,000 reach Brindisi and there Hugh finds Judith, 
imprisoned by a merchant who plans to sell her and her companions to the Turks, but, 
with help, he saves the children and returns Judith to her father. Torbert and 
Haldis' plot is revealed and, in fleeing, they are slain, while Hugh chooses to 
continue on to Spain for more adventure. A fast pace for medieval excitements and 
interesting detail about the Crusade give this its impetus. (LC:57-10309 ) 
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October 21 


Stevenson, D. E. Rinehart 
THE TALL STRANGER $2.50 


Purveyor of pretty romances for years. This time the scenery of Scotland shares. 
its place with London and the Cotswolds for the story of Barbie France whose work as a 
decorator is not enough to make her want to live when a virus lands her in a hospital. 
Her roommate's responsibility sends Barbie back to Underwoods where Aunt Amalie and her 
capable companion Penney get Barbie interested in life again. Then there is Commander 
Buckland for another spark but he turns up rather a jilt; Barbie gets engaged to Amalie's 
step-son but, learning of his lies, turns him down; returned to work she takes on the 
decorating of Oddam Castle in Scotland - and there is Buckland, brother of the woman for 
whom she is working. It takes quite a few incidents to bring them together so that 
misunderstandings can be cleared up but, with its share of do-goodings, the sound of 
wedding bells is quite clear at the end. Placidly pure, and nice. (LC:57-10945) 


October 23 


Patti, Ercole Morrow-Sloane 
A ROMAN PAIR $3.00 


---- is a dilettante's pursuit of love, as Marcello, an intellectual, a writer, 
at 35 is still looking for a triad of virtues in one woman- simplicity, intelligence and 
ingenuousness. In Anna, a bit player in films, his search seems concluded; they share a 
happy affinity of tastes- and she is spontaneously satisfying in bed. But as the weeks 
pass- he entertains- justifiably- some jealous misgivings, corroborated as she leaves him 
for other lovers- returns- and leaves again. During one of the intervals in which Anna 
absents herself, he has a small satisfaction in his new relationship with the daughter of 
one of her former, objectionable lovers. It is interrupted as she comes back again- then 
leaves him to resume his reconnaissance elsewhere.... The inconstant pleasures of the 
flesh and the indignity of betrayal- these are acknowledged only to be shrugged off much 
in the vein of Moravia who also launched this vogue of worldly realism. (LC:57-11893) (Q) 


October 2h 


Kane, Harnett T. Doubleday 
THE GALLANT MRS. STONEWALL $3.95 


The story of a marriage - the picture of the times - this is an addition to 
the portrait gallery of the Confederacy which Mr. Kane is creating with The Lady of 
Arlington, Bride of Fortune, The Smiling Rebel, etc. Anna Morrison was a North Carolinian 
girl, destined- her relatives feared- for spinsterhood, for she would not compromise 
with her ideals. When Tom Jackson met her, in Lexington, he was engaged to another girl; 
but with their marriage and her early death, he turned to Anna who has never forgotten 
him, and they were married. Those were difficult years, with Jackson a focal point of 
trouble at the Institute, with war clouds on the horizon, with funds limited and op- 
portunities circumscribed. But their devotion never flagged and when war came, Anna met 
it with stoicism- joined him when she could- suffered with other women of the Confederacy- 
and met the ultimate test of courage. The awakening interest in Jackson, with the current 
biography- and another in the offing- will spark further interest in this, though un- 
deniably, there is perhaps less drama and color in the substance and the characters than 
in some of Kane's earlier books. (LC:57-11426) 





August 15, 1957 Fiction -601- 
October 2h 


Giovannitti, Len Holt 
THE PRISONERS OF COMBINE D $4.95 


* If the public can take another POW camp story- this is it. Almost one 
might say this is the Andersonville of World War II. For the stress is on the daily 
life- the indignities suffered by fliers shot down over Germany and confined to 
‘quarters where only the barest necessities for survival- and often not that- were 
supplied; where Red Cross parcels were held back, rations cut to starvation limits, 
cold, disease, every deprivation - despite Geneva rules suffered. A small group of 
men, unlike in background, experience, viewpoint, standards, comprised Combine D, 
considered the troublemakers because they had evolved a kind of united front. 
Suffering had welded bonds stronger than anything could break. Intelligence and 
firmness forced on them a sharing - and ingenuity a strength in fighting for the 
rights of man. Here some of the ideals of democracy were given sinews. The story 
is based on the author's experiences, and has the ring of truth; it cuts deep into 
the emotional and spiritual values. It is painful reading- but it should be read, 
and remembered. (LC:57-10420) 


Simmons, Herbert A. Houghton Mifflin 
CORNER BOY $4.00 


* Jake Adams grew up in the Negro section of a big midwestern city. There in 
the society of teenagers, amidst the hamburgers, jazz, hucklebucking and pool he lived 
it up. He was a leader - cool, and in the know - who was everything his friends wished 
to be. Restricted by incipient Jimcrow his overwhelming ambition was relegated to 
the "Organization" - an intricate political network of easy money and shady operations. 
The Dynaflow, the sharp wardrobe and plenty of "bread" attested to the success of his 
enterprise until one day the choice, originally fomented by society, gained its own 
momentum and headlines blared. He was accused of raping a white girl, murder, and 
possessionof narcotics but escaped a severe sentence through the string-~pulling of 
his racketeer employers...to return not to the exotic but too legal Armenta, not to 
college but "to the harbor he had been exiled from". This is a story not of "the 
Negro Problem" per se, but rather of an unanchored generation conducting a wild and 
undirected search for an identity impossible under the terms of their environment. 

The discrepancy between the myth of unlimited social mobility and the actual scope 

of possibility is often resolved into a confused and futile combination of thwarted 
aspirations, tragic retreats and tumultuous recoveries - all anarchic, but involute 
in delivery. This protean theme is handled with a sensitive and perceptive pen- 
capturing also the vernacular and meaning of Jazz in this recognizable teen-age world. 
Given impetus by a Houghton Mifflin Fellowship we hope that the first novel will be 
followed by others of the same outstanding quality. (LC:57-12108) 


October 25 


Shroyer, Frederick Appleton-Century-Crofts 
WALL AGAINST THE NIGHT $3.95 


Dr. Albert Travis returns to his home in Weyland, Ind. some time after World 
War II, an almost forgotten man, on a mission of revenge. Through flashback the story 
is told of Weyland in the Thirties, the after-depression business pick-up and the new 
sense of security tinged with recklessness it inspired in the townspeople. Bert Travis 
(44) had married Gwen Foote (19) at depression's end. The Footes of Tenn. were an im- 
poverished family, the parents still clinging to weakened vestiges of aristocracy. 
Dr. Travis sets up practice in Weyland, in hopes of contact with the "genuineness" of 
the small town. But Gwen could never integrate herself with Weyland's mores and 
finally became passionately involved with Jerry Adams, the town's banker. The disco- 
very of the affair by Travis led to Gwen's tragic death and Adams' disappearance. 
Travis too, shortly left town and was little heard from until his return in search of 
Adams. Their meeting is anticlimactic for Travis had only to see Adams to know that 
killing him would be unnecessary. Adams was as pitiable as Travis' young bride. Now 
without the burden of caring for people unable to make their own way, Travis can prepare 
for his own happiness with Evid Gregor, the nurse for Gwen's child. A depressing story 
of violence. Another small town expose. (LC:57-12044) (Q) 
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Rivette, Marc World 


THE INCIDENT $4.50 


An ordeal, recorded with great understanding and insight, is also a complex 
study of men fighting for life when a freighter, in peacetime, is torpedoed by an un- 
marked submarine. Three of the four lifeboats are deliberately rammed before the sub 
dives, leaving 16 crew members alive, to organize food and water rations and two-man 
watches. Despite precautions, an old Negro falls overboard and is drowned. Cold-water, 
the Indian, in his fanatic pride wants to be the sole survivor and murders his co- 
watcher. Just then a gale taxes the strength of the survivors- and there are further 
incidents of violence, a mercy killing and a suicide. Under terrific mental pressure, 
the remaining 8 men find their beliefs, dreams, needs, stripped down- just as the sun 
melts the flesh from their bones; Smith, weary of command, retreats to childhood; 
Croakley realizes his great love is only a dream; Loosely succumbs to his latent homo- 
sexuality and kills himself in horror. There is enough food and water, but only two men 
survive- for the author believes that- even in extremity- men choose their own deaths. 
The only extraneous element in this tight story is the unmarked sub, the device which 
creates Rivette's psychological laboratory..... A grim testing of men in stress- perhaps 
also for the general reader. (LC:57-10933) 


October 28 


Buckner, Robert Appleton-Century-Crofts 
SIGRID AND THE SERGEANT $3.75 


A snowballing of nonsensical incidents whips up into a farce which is ingen- 
ious practically all the way. Getting German girls married to the Americans stationed 
at Fuggerminken is the successful project of Frau Martha Pomerantz-Toohey and the arrival 
of 5,000 men of the Sixty Eighth Regiment rounds up lots of new clients for her, among 
them Sigrid and Greta, and keeps her busy in headquarters files in her job with Col. 
Alexander Walters, who is bucking for a brigadiership. Sgt. Willis Kling with his cameras 
and Corp. Ed Meeks however get first choice and pick Sigrid and Greta, who luckily decide 
on them, and through Kling's photographs and Marta's Plan the four start things moving. 
Walters approves a picnic to promote friendliness, Marta supplies the girls, Kling 
photographs with an eye on Life or Louk and the discovery of Marta's organizing the men 
for her girls crushes Walters' growing interest in her. With the picture story sold to 
both magazines, the publicity brings the three females world wide proposals, reduces 
the men to offering marriage to get their choices ~- and the driver's seat for the ladies. 
Broad, buffooned burlesque for the undemanding. (LC:57-12518) 


De Trevino, Elizabeth Borton ; Crowell 
EVEN AS YOU LO $3.50 


The story of the author's own marriage to a Mexican (My Heart Lies South, 1953) 
is an authentic background for this novel of an American-Mexican marriage that influences 
a wife who has left her husband. Hurt and hot-headed, impetuous, demanding and child- 
ish, Ann walks out on Peter in Boston, comes to stay with her sister, Snow, whose life 
with Bernardo Rosales y Luna has brought her a deeper sense of religion and a different 
attitude toward marital strengths and weaknesses. Living in Mexico City with them, Ann 
shares in their anxieties - over Bernardo's brother, Greg, who has lost his vocation for 
priesthood; their domineering son; their daughter who is being taught the way of a reli- 
gious by her pious aunt; Snow's difficult pregnancy; and other critical happenings that 
affect their home. She tries resentment and opposition but succumbs to humility when she 
sees how faith, love and trust answer all the questions. Peter's arms - and his under- 
standing - have a warm welcome when he comes for Ann. A woman's book with lots going 
on, this will appeal to more than a Catholic market. (LC:57-11093) 
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October 28 V 


Chase, Mary Ellen. a | Norton 
THE EDGE OF DARKNESS. p $3.50 v 


This is scarcely a novel, but rather a collection of vignettes which bring 
a Maine fishing hamlet to life. The motivating factor is the death of old Sarah 
Holt who represented an era that was ending, and who had been important in many 
lives. Her death and the preparations for her funeral, unique in the annals of the 
village, provide the reason for introducing to the reader each household, the couples 
who were her friends, the handful of old residents, fisherfolk chiefly, who kept a 
way of thought and life. ‘You get the types, their stories, their backgrounds, their _ 
interrelationships - good for the most part, but there was their Magdalen ~- and the 
lawbreakers - the indifferent - and the quibblers. But somehow the death leveled 
barriers, and some were facing a more hopeful future because of the unity it brought. 
A slice of America is envisioned here, told with the warmth and compassionate under- 
standing Miss Chase can give. (LC:57-10637) 


Hutchinson, R. C. | Rinehart 
| MARCH THE NINTH . $1.50 


Offbeat for Hutchinson in a straight story of adventure - cloak and dagger 
vintage with an unusual setup. The background is the disputed border area of Italy- 
Albania- Yugoslavia.. The’ characters include some of the United Nations officials, 
with the lead figure an Austrian-American doctor, occupying a semi-diplomatic post; 
shadowy border figures, refugees, outlaws, ex-guerillas, and sturdy natives resentful 
and sullen over occupancy, and other natives playing at high politics on the Com- 
‘munist fringe. . The time is 1947. Eugen, who tells the story, finds himself. caught 
into a web of intricate plotting. Summoned to perform an operation on a wounded man, 
incognito in hiding at the estate of his father-in-law, Eugen finds himself saving _ 
the life of a Junker. officer of the breed he loathed, forced into an untenable 
position by a man of questionable political standards, and bound by a slender thread 
of attraction to the sick man's wife. Then comes the discovery that the life he has 
saved is forfeit to the survivors of a Jugoslav village where the manpower had been 
decimated in a cruel taking of hostages in payment for the attack on the forces led 
by the German officer.’ There's a strange conflict of loyalties here as the struggle 
is played out against the. borderline background. Good reading. (LC:57-11474) 


October 30 


| | Dutton — 
TALE OF A WHISTLING SHRIMP | $3.50: 


This farce, a kind of Russian brand of France's The Best But ter (Jean 
Dutourd's classic satire ) is more like oleomargarine. Taking its title from Kruschev's 
statement that "we will abandon communism when the shrimp learns to whistle", the 
author shows. that hypocrisy,. class consciousness,. privilege’ still obtain in Russia 
today in spite of the Russian claims of "perfect democracy". Serafima Popugaev, a 17 
year old college girl, makes some supposedly anti-Party statements and her father, ) 
the vice-president of a bank, undergoes a protection racket treatment on a grand scale 
in which he bribes- with "loans"- any number of important and unimportant people to 
clear her and himself. With a show of blackmail and counter-blackmail, temper, haste, 
and foolish deceptions of all kinds there is not much missing except perhaps old- 
fashioned slapstick. A good many Soviet evils are ticked off in good style, but almost 


Grinioff, ‘Viedimir Bs 


‘ . : 


every point is overmade, every scene is overplayed.. . The author, Russian by birth, is 
‘now in Washington- probably a very good place for rs to be. Ue: 57-11632) cr. ean 
Jameson, Storm : | ) Harper =... 
| A CUP OF TEA FOR MR. THORGILL 7 - $3.50 


we 
I wish I cian feel that has anything approaching the impact of The Hidden 
River, but while I realize that the ingredients for a powerful story are here, the 


- 
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characters involved failed wholly to move me. Here we have a segment of Oxford society, 
a group of shallow people, dominated hy The Master, self made and a snob. No one of r 
them captures one's sympathy:- the Senior Tutor, Gurney, who is Greek chorus and com- . @ 
mentator, is a sardonic soul; the Pagets, Tom and his sister, Evelyn, seem cynically | 5 
superior- and, oncé one knows what goes on below the surface, dangerous; Tom's wife, 
Primrose, is a tragic-comic figure; Evelyn's husband, Rigden, whose Communism has domi- 
nated his shadow life, deliberately throws everything away with an ynmotivated gesture 
towards freedom; Miles Budéon chooses his moment to denounce the Communism he had favored- 
to his own ends; and others seem motivated by factors not to their credit. Even Mr. 
Thorgill is a shadow across the stage. It is a frightening revelation of the dangerous 
infiltratian of Communism into areas considered the cradle of free thought; but the steps 

as revealed seem sO rempte that this reader at least found it unconvincing and artificial - 
and at many moments unpalatable. Dual selection BOM for November- this may well have a 
succes d’estime,. (LC:57-11800} 


! Seeger 30 Or i. 


Gutwillig, Robert | Little, Brown 
APTER LONG SILENCE $3.95 


Another postgraduate postmortem is a little reminiscent of Charles Thompson's 
Halfway Down the Stairs iacmeet eagtser this year; it is flushed with the same restless 
experimentation as it makes & reconnaissance of young lives born to more than they really 
inherit, of private loyalties which find no larger commitments. It is Tom Freeman who 
tells the story of his friend Chris Hunt- but finds that Ghris escapes him now in death 
much as he did when he was alive- Chris with his charm, his diffidence, his quixotic- 
well guarded past fa. war record of some heroism- a prison record too}. This then is the 
story of that attachment as Chris tests his friendship and sometimes strains it (he moves 
in on Tom's girl); as, during the last two years at an Eastern college- and one year later © 
in New York, they make the rounds together- work too little, drink too much; and finally, 

as Chris is killed in the accident in which Tom is behind the wheel..... A first novel, 

there are sharp, bright touches to the writing which keep these first experiences freéesh- 
immediate- and important- perhaps to a greater degree than they really are- and very 
contemporary. (LC:57-11998} {Q) ! 





eeteber3t )ourwr 13 


Burt, Nathaniel Little, Brown: 
MAKE M¥ BED | $3.75 


It all started when the Beaugards had a dinner party attended by Fenwick Johnson, 
Prudence Balmorin and Horace Macilvaine...the younger set. Well, Prue loves Fenwick, a 
smali-towner turned intellectual, but Horace is so dashing that her affections waver. 
Horace is petty and Machiavelian - bad mettle all around, but Fenwick is devoted, true and 
loves classical music. Prue after a wild indecision, chooses Fenwick, as indeed she should 
...and everybody is happy except Horace. (He once threw himself out of a window for her, 
but recovered magnificently). Very low grade. (LC:57-11999) 


Cebrre 3| 
Van Royen, Astrid | , . Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
AWAKE MONIQUE $3.50 


Astrid Van Royen's parents were killed in an automobile accident when she was 
very young. Such an event, intrinsically tragic, bore an even greater tragic character 
considering the idyllic family life she had known with them contrasted to the austerity © 
with her grandparents who assumed guardianship. Interested in the forbidden adult world 
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of sex had been aroused very early and furbished by the secret trysts of the maid 
and her boyfriend in Astrid's living room. Early experiments with Pim and her own 
body ushered her into the area which became a focal, but eventually integral, part 

of her life. The mystery unveiled, she began to discard conventional attitudes and 
to view sex as a rather natural and pleasurable activity. The interlude with the 
grandparents was fortuitously terminated by the arrival of Uncle Reinier who adopted 
the miserable child and returned the happiness she once had. Reinier and Astrid 
occupied the upstairs apartment; below lived his wife Clara, a Lesbian, with her 
girlfriend. The sexual awakening of Astrid progressed as she and her young artist 
uncle (by marriage) grew closer and closer until their love was consummated in sex 
and later formally rendered in marriage. To Monique, her daughter, Astrid resummons 
the peculiar conditions of her adolescence that she might understand and share its 
beauty. Reinier was murdered by the Germans who discovered his underground alliances. 
Thus Monique and her baby brother were virtually fatherless. This book is a mother's 
self-imposed debt as well as an autobiography written with frankness and love. 
(LC:57-10054) (Obviously Q. ) 


SLY TAIL, HIGH TAIL, SPACE SAIL 
September 3 


Fleming, Ian Macmillan 
FROM RUSSIA, WITH LOVE $3.50 


(Report repeated from May 15th bulletin, when scheduled for earlier pu- 
blication, as follows): "James Bond, Britain's gift to the sado-sexual school of 
crime fiction, and once again the cold chills - and hot thrills- of his activities 
are balanced off by the deadly and, presumably, authentic background detail on his 
old opponent - SMERSH - the official Soviet murder organization. As Kronsteen, the 
Champion Chess Master, and a woman execute the plan that he be "killed with ignominy”, 
they use Tatiana as a lovely lure and the brutal Grant as their weapon. Aboard the 
Orient Express, out of Turkey, Bond contends with his adversary in his first (and 
last?) appearance. Violently virile. (LC:57-10292) (Q)" 


September 23 


Cross, James Messner 
ROOT OF EVIL $3.00 


~»e-e-is the discovery of a chestful of gold eagle coins that sends Jim 
McCabe from California to Europe to translate them through some fancy finagling in 
the antique black market into a sky high sum of dollars. The price is his wife, his 
brother and a risk to others associated with him - or working against him - and 
proves to be more than he wants to pay. A money chase on a low exchange of charac- 


ters. (LC:57-7669) 
September 27 


Adler, Allen Farrar, Straus 
MACH 1 $3.00 


The vanishing of a revolutionary torpedo boat - and its return is an alert 
to earth of the predatory qualities of Karkong, an atmospheric area with an insa- 
tiable appetite for electronic energy. Aided by the inhabitants of the Mass from 
one of the moons of Saturn (which captured the boat), it is neck and neck whether 
northern America escapes or is destroyed. Fanciful hysteria. (LC:57-12153) 
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October 17 


Fenisong, Ruth Doubleday © 
THE SCHEMERS $2.95 


.++- are the considerably olde: sister and brother of Dee, Jerry who has kept 
Dee in ignorance of the money she has inherited. In Genoa, where their grandmother has 
left her property as well, Jerry has taken advantage of a number of tenants as well as 
Dee, and there are unpleasant squalls leading to the not unexpected discovery- of Jerry's 
murder. Joe, an American reporter, gives the fuller explanations to Dee.... So-so-story 
dressed up by the setting and sharp-tongued styling. 


Turner, William 0. Houghton, Mifflin 
WAR COUNTRY $2.75 


... in Washington in the 1850's- with the Indians on the losing end of their 
protest against the white man's rule and reservation. Reverend Dan Signett, who has 
earned much ill will by defending them, is in even more trouble when his brother is 
killed- and he is believed guilty. Escaping to the wilderness, helped by the Indian 
girl Neeneena, he finally goes back to face trial and it is Neeneena who directs a 
fugitive Indian woman to give the evidence which will clear him. Staunch. (LC:57-11339) 


October 20 
Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE DARING DECOY $2.95 
Conway, confronted by Farrell's attempt to control the former's company in a © 





fight for proxies, calls on Perry Mason when he is framed for murder and Mason, with Drake 
and Della, makes every effort to unstick the frame. A stockholders' meeting speeds up 

the court trial, Mason's fancy dodges are turned upside down when another frame becomes 
known and a small disappearance tags the killer. Familiar. (LC:57-10931) 


October-2h /i 7 


The Gordons Doubleday 
CAPTIVE $2.95 


* You know who helicoptered in to rob and kill the men who were delivering pay- 
rolls routed through the Navaho Reservation; you know how they kidnaped the schoolteacher 
who had been a nurse; but you do not know who was the tip-off man for the deal. Track- 
ing through the isolated country, the help of the Indian patrols with their knowledge of 
the trails, the combined land and air operations to find the men and the girl - add up 
to suspense that is scenic as well as satisfactory. Good. (LC:57-11420) 


October 25 


Stout, Rex Viking 
IF DEATH EVER SLEPT $2.95 


A spat between Wolfe and Goodwin sends Archie to Otis Jarrell's household as 
secretary to get evidence that will have Jarrell's daughter-in-law thrown out. The whole 


Jarrell set-up is full of possibilities as to the leak in his big deals; the murder of © 
the ex-secretary followed by that of Jarrell's competitor spurs Wolfe into browbeating 
all of them for his own self respect. Assumptions to assurances smartly. (LC:57-12614 ) 
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MUST BOOK 

October 14 
Churchill, Winston S. Dodd, Mead 
THE AGE OF REVOLUTION: Vol. III of The History $5.00 before publ. 
of the English-Speaking Peoples $6.00 on & after 


* The span of time from 1688 to 1815, covered in this third volume, compassed 
three major revolutions,- revolutions in a political and military sense, but revolut- 
ions, too, that profoundly affected mankind. Common to all three were wars between 
the English and the French:- the English Revolution which brought William of Orange 
and his wife Mary to the English throne, and resulted in years of war over France's 
part in England's rule, over the Spanish succession, over the relative powers of 
Parliament and the Crown at home; the American Revolution and the futile and unneces- 
sary echo in the War of 1812, which separated the English speaking peoples into two 
distinct governments, but could not destroy their unity of language and tradition and 
law; and the French Revolution, which provided world wide political upheaval, laid 
the ground for economic upheaval, and ended only when Napoleon's bid to world dic- 
tatorship was finally vetoed at Waterloo. England was committed to Protestantism, 
to an Empire which included Canada in the New World, India in the Orient, to mari- 
time greatness everywhere; the Crown was subordinated to Parliament and the basic 
principles of the Magna Carta were given new significance in the rights of man. 

While Churchill loses no opportunity- within the limitations of space- for etching 
sharp vignettes of personalities and issues; while he splashes his canvas with 
vigorous drawings of campaigns and battles; this volume inevitably emerges as more 
specifically political history than its predecessors, The Birth of Britain and The 
New World. Memorable history, vividly written, intensely personal, in projection 


ne ‘eieinaiiate this is again an exciting publishing event. October B.0.M. (LC:57- 
868 


Some Saleable Items- But No Great Disccveries 


dddicts of the first Major Thompson will want the new Pierre Danincs’ THE SECRET OF 
MAJOR THOMPSON (Knopf). Paul Murray Kendall with WARWICK THE KINGMAKER (Norton) 
adds another panel to his historical biographies, "The Mainstream of America” series 
sustains its high standing with Stewart H, Holbrock's DREAMERS OF THE AMERICAN DREAM 
(Doubleday), Armchair adventurers will find two charges in N,B. Stirling's TREASURE 
UNDER THE SEA (Doubleday) and the meaty cullection, THE GREAT EXPLORERS, edited for 
Harper. by Samuel Rapport and Helen Wright. Finally, those with the social bug wili 
want Elsa Maxwell's HOW TO DO IT or The Lively Art of Entertaining (Little, Brown), 
Reports in pages following. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 
August 30 
Evans, Bergen & Cornelia Random House 
A DICTIONARY OF CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN USAGE $5.95 


How the man in the street talks day after day does much to establish modern 
usage, and any student of language must take this into consideration. A companion 
volume to Fowler- A Dictionary of American-English Usage - appeared in Mareh, 1957. 
But this hews closer to the American scene, covers a wider range, includes discussion 
of grammar, punctuation, idioms, slang, without going too far down the path of least 
resistance. A wholesome dislike of cliches provides one break. There will be raised 
eyebrows over admission of "Between you and I"; acceptance of "like" as a conjunction 
in place of "as" (Winston cigarettes please note!) and a few other questionable 
variants. But in the main the authors are prejudiced in favor of literary forms and 
list a non-literary form as acceptable only when they have conclusive evidence that 
it is accepted. Everyone will find special items of interest. And to those of us wha 
deal in words, day in, day out, this will prove a valuable tool. The popularity of 
the TV program, The Last Word, has made Bergen Evans known to the pudlic. (LC:57-5379) 
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Early September 


Yamanobe, Tomoyuki Charles E. Tuttle 
TEXTILES: No. 2- Arts & Crafts of Japan $1.95 


This extraordinary series of beautiful small books, liberally illustrated with 
21 full-color and 30 to 40 in black and white, is bringing the arts and crafts of Japan 
to the American public. Possibly the subject of textiles is particularly appealing and 
this text, by a staff member of the Tokyo National Museum, traces briefly 2000 years of 
history, not only of dyeing and weaving of fabrics but of their use in the national 
costume, the kimono. Dyeing methods, with swatches of 22 colors, and expanded descriptive 
captions of the illustrative material make this unique. 


Note also from this same Press a useful small Japanese language reference book, Samuel 
E. Martin's BASIC JAPANESE CONVERSATION DICTIONARY, which is designed to provide. the 
tourist as well as the student with a key to colloquial language. (August) $1.00 


September 11 


Scott, Vivian Harcourt, Brace 
THE POTTED WITCH or, A Girl’s Best Friend is Her. Mother $1.95 


"Once there was a little girl who didn't like her family" introduces. the bare- 
footed and bug-eyed one on page one of this story-picture book in the firm tradition of psy- 
chological cartoonists like Steig. The little girl decides to enlist the assistance of 
the town witch to turn everybody into something. She decides that soup would be good. 
But as the witchly waters brew, the ingrate turns...which reversal infuriates Miss Witch. 
It all turns out o.k. because the witch gets potted to soup and little girl goes home and 
likes her family. Miss Scott, twenty and related to Dorothy Canfield Fisher and. Sally 
Scott, should stick to her art and give up on psychology and story. Good for gifts, for © 
those who do. (LC:57-10064) 





September 12 


Beebe, Lucius and Clegg, Charles Rinehart 
THE AGE OF STEAM $15.00 


This volume is a pictorial review of American railroading in the "grand manner”. 
Containing over 500 illustrations (sketches and photographs) this 300 page volume is a 
graphic commemoration of an era of overland travel by steam engine. Accompanying the 
portraits is a commentary dividing the volume into chapters along geographical lines and 
the settings for the representation, of the development of the steam locomotive range from 
covered railway bridges in Vermont to the domain of the Southern Pacific R.R. A book that 
is a recording of a romantic time. (LC:57-5215) 


September 14 


Clawson, Mary Abelard-Schuman 
LETTERS FROM JERUSALEM $3.50 


The author grew to love Jerusalem during her stay there while her husband had 
a post with the U.S. Government. The letters to her mother, relatives and friends are 
filled with enthusiasm, attachment and unmitigated approbation for the new country, its 
mixture of people and.cultures. Some letters are primarily informative, telling of the 
efficacy of the Histadrut, the ultra-orthodox Jews, the composition of the Knesset, 
political structures and history. Most of the letters, however, are on a more personal 
level - the traffic problems; the complications of getting a driver's license; the charming 
episodes concerning her two children and their progress with Hebrew; the sanctity of the 





@ 


August 15, 1957 Non-fiction -609- 


Sabbath; shopping and cocking with rations and minimal facilities; Ovadiah, the 
guard of their shikun (living area); her reception as a Gentile by the Israelis. 
The letters are light and while they are rarely critical, they indicate a kind of 
enchantment with Jerusalem. (LC:57-8537) 


September 18 


Mora, Jose Ferrater Beacon 
MAN AT THE CROSSROADS $5.00 


Imagine all of human history as a struggle of consciousness with the 
problems of reality- and you will find that in some form all answers have been re- 
duced to God, Man, Society, and Nature. You will find further that no meaningful 
or lasting solution has ever come forward by making any single one of the four 
forces supreme. All four, dynamically, must function together. The crisis of our 
time consists in the failure of all ideologies which have established a supremacy 
and left a disproportion, an imbalance. Whatever political, social, or religious 
course man takes today, his only hope for "renewal" lies in reconciling and giving 
impetus to the four themes of his existence. Such is the thesis adduced and de- . 
monstrated in a continual oscillation from pure philosophic to pure historic ana- 
lysis. The Toynbee-type audience will be very receptive; but congenial to any 
sweeping ponderer. (LC:57-9089) 


Catlin, George St. Martin's Press 
ON POLITICAL GOALS $2.75 


Political philosopher and practical man of affairs, Professor Catlin 
offers in this small volume, which is made up of the Weil Lectures of 1957 at the 
University of North Carolina, some approaches to the preservation of "civil peace, 
internal and external". If the goal is the achievement of peaceful coexistence 
of governments or peoples, the problem then is the choice of means. Because the 
author subscribes to the belief that the concept of state sovereignty is outmoded, 
he looks to the formation of a World Commonwealth of Free Nations as embodying, both 
economically and politically, the most feasible and most logical development of the 
state sovereignty principle. Since this is a matter for the future, meantime sup-: 
port should be given to a European Union, and beyond that, to an Atlantic Community. 
The essays are sound, idealistic and,most important, visionary. For the student of 
political affairs. (LC:57-8591) 


September 2h 


Gregg, Alan, M.D. Univ. of Chicago Press 
FOR FUTURE DOCTORS ; $3.50 


It is unusual for a lecture or group of lectures to appear in book form 
and to carry- as these do- the impact of the original presentation. These talks to 
groups of medical students, given over the years at Commencement exercises and on 
other occasions, have been brought together and arranged topically, and in toto 
explore the making of the true doctor, his responsibilities and opportunities. 
Liberally sprinkled with humor and anecdote, the essays stress the importance of de- 
veloping the whole man and expanding his horizons. Among the qualities a doctor 
should have are compassion, humility, and a mind of his own. Dr. Gregg explores 
the need for clarity in one's own thinking, and the ability to communicate those 
thoughts, as well as discriminating intelligently among the surfeit of articles ap- 
pearing each month in journals. He also advocates travel, when possible, the 
constant rejuvenation brought by new people and new ways of thinking, as educational 
factors combatting the narrowness of specialization. This warm and witty book uses 
a medical man's experiences, but it should not be limited to medical students and 
doctors. It is really a handbook for everyone seeking a rich and meaningful life. 
(LC:57-11207 ) 
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Adler, Selig Abelard -Schuman @ 
THE ISOLATIONIST IMPULSE $6.75 





With a glance at the historical origins of isolationism (what was the American 
Revolution itself, Adler shrewdly asks, but an isolationist manoeuvre?) the book advances 
to the era of Wilsonian democracy and through to the present date. The viewpoint is 
almost exclusively political except for some emphasis upon prevailing social values and 
temperament. Designed for a large if serious audience, the content is conspicuously free 
of tortuous, scholarly or analytic points, and abounding in public statements and diary 
confidences by men of affairs, episodes and epigrams, pertinent side remarks, illuminations 
from the events of the day, and some delightful reasoning about policy, motives and poli- 
tical strategy at the upper levels of leadership. The isolationist pattern could scarcely 
be traced (in the post World War I era) more engagingly, more fairly, more resourcefully 
in choice of materials or with a more keen sensibility for the dynamics of the movement. 
Some readers- this one among them- could wish Adler had examined more closely the personal 
psychological components which have animated individual isolationists, as well as the 
social psychology of isolation in general. 


October 1 
The Conference for National Co-operation in Aquatics Association Press 
THE SCIENCE OF SKIN AND SCUBA DIVING $3.95 


Another entry whose purpose is "Adventuring with Safety under Water", this has 
chapters by various authors on material important to skin diving and self-contained under- 
water breathing apparatus (scuba) diving to be used by teachers and students as a system- 
atic approach for instruction. The information is scientific and technical based on 
findings and recommendations from divers and organizations throughout the country and is 
aimed at the commercial, military or purely recreational diver. Physical fitness with 
medical examination and reports; basic skills; physics related to diving and the medical 
aspects of diving; scuba apparatus and gases; underwater environment and marine life; first 
aid (stressing prevention as the first of aids); advanced and special skills; planning a 
scuba dive; organizing a diving club:- this makes up a manual and handbook for the do-it- 
right underwater adventurer. Careful and cautionary. Glossary. (LC :57-11601 ) 





October 4 


Friedman, Wm. F. & Elizabeth S. Cambridge Univ. Press 
THE SHAKESPEAREAN CIPHERS EXAMINED $5.00 


There's news value in any book on the moot subject, Who wrote Shakespeare? This 
book doesn't answer the question, but it certainly puts a few sturdy nails in the coffin 
of some of the Baconian addicts, and does it in serious, scientific fashion by examining 
the claims based on cryptography. This, the authors say, is the one approach to the 
question of disputed authorship which can be proved, one way or the other. The historical 
approach and the stylistic approach afford too many pitfalls. In opening chapters the 
whole controversy is aired, the Bacon, Earl of Oxford and Marlowe claims explored, note 
taken of some 4000 books and articles attempting to disprove Shakespeare's authorship and 
attributing the works to some seventeen possible candidates. The first mention of cipher 
was advanced by a Mrs. Winder in 1882; again by Donnelly in 1888; and in greatest detail 
the exhaustive research done by Mrs. Gallup is analyzed- and, to the satisfaction of the 
authors, disproved. Successive methods are proved unbased in factual findings, while the @ 
evidence of typographers seems unanswerable. No cryptographic system passes the essential 
and basic tests. Sure to produce another tempest. 
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October 8 


Cloete, Rehna Roughton, Mifflin 
TO CATCH A MAN $3.75 


A lightheaded account of an earlier safari- to Europe- when Renna finessed 
a trip along with two girls- from home- whose superior assets and predatory attitudes 
engendered a lively rivalry from the start. The girls, man-mad, left her to fend 
for herself on the ship, in Paris, and later in London, through the small incidents 
which make travel so broadening- as she picks up a little French, and is picked up by 
an older man; as she loses the boy back home- Stanley- to the girls; but as she re- 
places him when she goes to Tattersall's to look at the horses- and finds Stuart, 
whose courtship is largely a course of learning in horses, dogs, flowers, warm beer 
and regimental ties, bristling with British tradition. Stuart says goodbye to her 
in London- indicating no further intentions- but turns up- surprisingly- aboard ship 
and is willing to be brought back alive to her parents as a prospective son-in-law.... 
If you go for the junior sophisticate styling, this is ingenuously entertaining. 
(LC:57-10794 ) . 


October 9 


Mayorga, Margaret- Hd. Beacon Press 
THE BEST SHORT PLAYS OF 1957 $6.00 


Margaret Mayorga, author of A Short History of American Drama, and editor 
of many anthologies of short plays suitable for little theatre production, has 
compiled a playwright roster in her Twentieth Anniversary Edition which includes 
Maxwell Anderson, Sherwood Anderson, Archibald MacLeish, Arthur Miller, Eugne O'Neill, 
Gertrude Stein and Tennessee Williams. Mood and milieu are varied in the twenty 
eight short plays, with urban and rural locales setting the scenes for casts of a 
dozen players or so. Essays and stimulating commentary on the American theatre ac- 
company the brief dramas, many of which have appeared on New York and television 
stages. A collection of interest to theatre goers and dramatic groups. 


October 15 


Bergler, Edmund, M.D. Hill and Wang 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF GAMBLING $3.95 


The author of Conflict in Marriage, Divorce Won't Help, Money and Emot icnal 
Conflicts and other psychoanalytical missiles presents another in the same vernacular. 
Beginning with a clinical definition of the gambler- a person who habitually takes 
chances, who subordinates all other interests, who is psychologically never defeated 
- he maintains that gambling is a neurosis which indicates a regressive psychosexual 
development. Gamblers are fanatics of the wish to be omnipotent (characteristically 
an infantile wish) and reap their rewards in a masochistic wish to be defeated 
(rejected). Their optimism is at the furthest remove from reality and, therefore, 
maturity. A cure can only be effected through psychoanalysis and even then the 
prognosis is conditional. Very Freudian, but possibly popular. (LC:57-12149) 


Knox, Israel Little, Brown 
RABBI IN AMERICA $3.50 


This is the biography of Isaac Mayer Wise, who emigrated from Bohemia in 
1846 and spurred the Reform movement in American Judaism. It should have been a 
provocative and stimulating book, but its dry textbook style and dull presentation of 
such potentially dynamic material will win few readers outside the circle of those 
who need to find out the bare bone facts. Wise's first congregation was in Albany, 
where he vigorously instituted reforms in the Orthodox services. As these grew more 
radical, the older members began to grumble, the congregation split, and Wise's 
supporters founded the first truly Reform synagogue in America, in 1851. Wise lectured, 
travelled, wrote for the press and periodicals and became a nationally known, 
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controversial figure. He moved to Cincinnati, as rabbi of a larger synagogue - and 

Cincinnati took its place as the center of Reform Judaism. He established a Union of 

Reform Rabbis, fostered the birth of the rabbinical school, wrote two novels of little @ 
importance, published two weekly journals, and died at the age of 81 in 1900. The 

latter part of the book deals with Wise's philosophy of religion. A brilliant, arrogant 

man and the impact of Reform upon Orthodox Judaism deserve a more dynamic book. (LC:57- 


11995 ) 
October 15 


Smith, Frank K. Random House 
| WEEK-END PILOT $3.75 


The growing fraternity of people who have found release in flying as a hobby 
have their advocate here in lawyer Frank Smith who tried everything from golf to do-it- 
yourself projects before flying proved to be his solution. A friend took him for a ride 
in a small private plane; this was the start of what became his escape. He goes into 
the step-by-step personal experience, the purchase of a small plane, the mastery of the 
techniques (the reader feels she could fly on the basis of it); the results in health and 
relaxation, in rich hours with his children, sharing the wonders of flight. He includes 
a section on types of private planes, with complete details and prices. He answers the 
arguments against flying; discusses safety and the causes of failure; weighs the facts 
of expense. The book is contagiously enthusiastic. (LC:57-11219) 


Sagendorph, Robb- £d. . Ives Washburn 
THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC SAMPLER | $5.00 


A generous selection from the various departments of the Almanac over its 165 
continuous years of publication give this its plainspoken, sturdy appeal. For the long 
reputation this annual has had, its weather predictions, its rhymed seasonal headings, 
its calendar columns, its anecdotes and pleasantries, and its useful and entertaining 
entries (these are the divisions of the book) have made many friends. The preface 
provides a short history of almanacs in general and this almanac in particular and com- 
ments on its development through the years, famous events and famous uses of it in its 
long life, and the intense reader interest in its familiar sections. Current day users 
will have their curiosity delighted with the inclusions from the earliest years (1793), 
and the definite feeling of changing times is seen in admonitions about health, sanita- 
tion, cooking, food and drink, and in the reflection of household ways, social customs, 
politics, marriage, etc., etc. Each entry is marked with the year's date; there are 
recipes, jokes, reforms, farm management, stories and verse; and the illustrations are 
to be line drawings taken from the publication. An excellent gift book for the country 
(and the city) house; for the bedside table as well as the living room bookshelves. 
Nice jacket and binding. Moreover, it's the publisher's own delight. (LC:57-11045) 


SArLG 


Harcourt, Brace 
AROUND THE WORLD IN 90 MINUTES $4.95 


Another primer for Project Vanguard. Woodbury's special bent is speculative .- 
what next? where next? Clearly, he yearns for the universe. He waxes fanciful and | 
rhapsodic - for example, visualizing our descendants gathering to commemorate the 
launching of the crude, "obsolete" metal moon about (we trust!) to circle our planet. The 
information Woodbury vouchsafes on the theory of the satellite, its scientific uses, 
manufacture, rocket transport, is minimal compared to other available reports - but he 
goes further in relating Vanguard to the total current program of space conquest. His © 
style is as ebullientas his spirit - but its probable effect will be toward a greater 
ballast of cool, cautious judgment. Our natural’ impulse is to draw back, and to wait for 
solid, well-constructed devices to carry us away. 





Woodbury, David 
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October 16 


Marek, George R.-4¢. Harper 
THE WORLD TREASURY OF GRAND OPERA $6.95 


"To an opera lover, the next best thing to hearing an opera is to talk 
about it," embodies the raison d'etre of this mammoth operatic anthology. The cate- 
gories- Italian Opera, French Opera, German Opera, Opera Houses and Audiences, For 
and Against Translation, Singers and Conducting, and The Crisis of Opera - are 
brought to life by such people as Ernest Newman, Turgeniev, Alexander Pushkin, 
Tolstoy, Bernard Shaw, to mention a few notables. The tone ranges from serious to 
humorous and should delight opera devotees. (LC:57-8171) 


Pei, Mario & 
Politzer, Robert Harper 
GETTING ALONG IN GERMAN $2.50 


The Holiday Magazine Language Series grew out of Professor Pei's articles 
in Holiday on the principal languages of the worlds. These articles comprise the 
opening chapter in each Getting Along book of which this is the third. Obviously 
geared to accommodate the English-speaking traveler in Germany, the novice learns 
how to find a good hotel, to order food, to make arrangements, to take care of 
emergencies, etc. The translations are accompanied by a phonetic transcription and 
followed by a grammar digest and a two-way vocabulary. The last two items benefit 
the more ambitious student but they are not mandatory. (LC:57-8192) 


Smith, Constance Babington ~ Harper 
AIR SPY $4.00 


The author, who was a photograph interpreter for the Allied air forces in 
England during World War II,has related the story of the role of Photographic In- 
telligence in World War II, from the first use of aerial reconnaissance by the 
French in 1914, through the impetus given it by the unorthodox daredevil Sidney 
Cotton for the British in 1939, to its use for D Day. Some highlighted events are: 
the Commando raids, the Allied bombing offensive and the threatened invasion of 
England. Through the work of Photographic Intelligence, the British were able to 
watch this German "Operation Sea Lion". The author notes that the advancement and 
success of Photographic Intelligence did not depend exclusively on improvements in 
equipment but was due largely to individual talents and initiative. Courage too 
was not lacking for those who flew alone and unarmed to get the pictures. A com- 
petent book not without a human interest appeal. (LC:57-8194) 


Ross, Barney & Abramson, Marty Lippincott 
NO MAN STANDS ALONE $3.95 


Known to the general public as one time lightweight and later welterweight 
champion, Barney Ross, first fighter with the triple crown, here tells his life story, 
with the emphasis not on his fighting career, but on the personal battles he fought- 
and won. In Chicago, when Beryl Rasovsky was 14, his father was murdered, his mother 
had a nervous breakdown, the family was split. Two children went to an orphanage and 
Beryl and another brother were taken in by relatives. Hitherto secure in the family 
unity and Orthodox Judaism, these events turned the boy against God. He joined 
street gangs, ran errands for gangsters, committed petty thievery, organized crap 
games. And- to raise funds to unite the family- he entered local amateur bouts under 
the name of Barney Ross. With virtually no training he won the Golden Gloves in 
Chicago, then New York. He turned pro, joined the stable of Pian and Winch, im- 
perilled his career by a brief return to the rackets, and eventually won his three 
championships. The family was reunited- but Barney began to spend his earnings at 
the track, and then- at 29- took his first real beating and lost the title. He 
opened a cocktail lounge, married, and when war broke out, joined the Marines. 
Wounded on Guadalcanal, he was given too much morphine and found- on his return to 
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civilian life, that he had become an addict. His first marriage had lasted only three 

years; his second marriage was going on the rocks - and shocked him into committing 

himself for treatment. Cured- his marriage reestablished- he now devotes his life to © 
helping others break their addiction. It is this part of the book, with its sound 

therapy, and advice to families about their share in the treatment, that gives the book 

some value beyond the confessional angle. Written honestly, without self glorification. 


October 17 


Thompson, Francis Doubleday-Hanover House 
THE MAN HAS WINGS $3.50 


This little volume, chiefly of lyrics and sonnets, and two short plays, turns 
out to be an obscure collection of finished and unfinished verses by Francis Thompson, 
of Hound of Heaven fame. Published for the first time, many of the sonnets are fine- 
some addressed to Katie King with whom he entertained a short-lived friendship, others 
to the Meynells, Coventry Patmore and D. G. Rossetti. Father Connolly, who purchased the 
poet's notebooks from his heirs, has contributed the introduction and notes- but the 
notes are fairly desultory and could be more informative.... An interesting item for 
scholars and admirers of Francis Thompson's verse and a minor literary event. 





Wright, Richard - - | Doubleday 
WHITE MAN, LISTEN! $3.00 


The Color Curtain (World) in 1956 revealed Wright as a challenging spokesman 
for the colored people of Asia and Africa. This new book White Man, Listen! specifically 
takes the psychological reactions of the colored people to the white oppressors - the 
literature of the Negro as evidence of his thesis - tradition as it is effected by © 
industrialization - and the birth of Ghana on the African Gold Coast. While these chapters 
are based on lectures he gave in Europe, they are integrated so as to develop his themes. 
As a white, one cannot but cringe somewhat at the too penetrating uncovering of the cheap 
superiority of the dominant white, the factors that have kept the colored people feeling 
down graded. And to be fascinated by the analysis of the false front maintained to "fool” 
the masters. As for the writing of the Negro in the United States, we have maintained its 
achievement without sensing the survival of racial feeling, futility, bitterness, despair, 
only too often inherent. Wright feels that the whites have forced the Negro into a 
vacuum emotionally, spiritually, even when some have been educated outside their class. 
The final section on the miracle of nationalism in the African Gold Coast was a succinct 
presentation of the steps by which that miracle was achieved- perhaps the most exciting 
achievement in today's world. A valuable book to — our thinking on a moot subject. 
(LC :57-9702) 








/\\o)- a) 
Bemelmans, Ludwig- Fd..: Houghton, Mifflin 
HOLIDAY IN FRANCE {$5.00 


Collected and illustrated by the unpredictable creator of Madeline, this 
frankish omnibus spans the savoir faire of gastronomy to proper behavior en famille. 
Colette admires the spirit of Parisian women; Ruth McKenny discusses French children; 
Andre Maurois reveals the intrigues of election to the Academy; Paul Deutschman relates 
the story of how he and his wife bought an original Dior; Irwin Shaw suggests points of 
Paris interest....and more assorted commentary by other well-knowns telling of the Riviera, 
Marseilles, how to speak French, how the art students of Paris live. The tone is light, 
often very funny and always interesting. Readers of Huliday magazine will recognize many r 
of the articles, although Bemelmans has modified them somewhat - bringing them up to date. 
Good reading. (LC:57-10793) 
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October 18 


Guillain, Robert Criterion 
600 MILLION CHINESE $5.00 


The author of this long, sincere, and somewhat overcrowded book is a 
Frenchman, foreign correspondent for Le Monde who knew China well before the Com- 
munist upheaval and has since revisited it. Obviously endeavoring to present as 
fair a picture as possible, he tells of the death of the old regime and the 
achievements of the new- the immense material improvement for the masses, appalling 
regimentation, and the total disappearance of the old Chinese sense of humor- to 
him the worst casualty of the revolution. The book, completed in 1956, illustrates 
the dangers of flat and didactic statements: Guillain insists that the mass product- 
ion of “right thinkers" has been so successful that the Chinese have lost both the 
ability and desire to think for themselves and accept without question everything 
told them by those in power. (Recent reports from China would seem to disprove 
this.) He also tells of the "Russification" of China and the dependence of its 
present rulers on Russia, which again would seem in the light of recent occurrences 
open to doubt.... Although well written, the book is not an easy one to read, and 
it is a difficult one for the uninformed reader to appraise. 


‘ 


Editors of Scientific American : Simon and Schuster 
PLANT LIFE $1.20- pre-publ. 
$1.45- post-publ. 


The chapters of this book were originally magazine articles written by 
scientists for Scientific American and each chapter is an independent discussion 
of its subject. The first sections are concerned with plant hormones and physio- 
logy, the interconnection between climate and plant life, and the growth and form 
of plants. The remaining chapters explore the communal process of plant evolution 
and the implications of genetic advances for agriculture and nutrition. A special- 
ized appeal. (LC:57-7951) 


Catullus, Gaius Valerius Univ. of Michigan 
THE COMPLETE POETRY OFecie 7 $3.75 


In a new translation by Frank 0. Copley, this is a complete, unexpurgated, 
unabridged collection of the works of the famous Roman poet who lived around 55 BC. 
Every age reinterprets history and its great personages in its own image. Now comes 
Mr. Copley with a vernacular, slangy translation of a poet he claims was a rebel, 

a radical, a pioneer. He quails at none of Catullus' bathroom obscenity (though he 
avoids some words that today's generation bandies about). All the passages usually 
indicated by sedate dots he renders in full. This translation will be a shock to 
those whose image of Catullus is a Victorian one; to those who view him as the great 
romantic poet, whose one passion was Lesbia. Not at all, Catullus was a saucy fellow 
of his times now heterosexual, now homosexual, bitter and sometimes passionate. 

Only those who like their classics in modern dress will like this rendition, with 
its touch of the gutter. But even this translator cannot detract from his full 
stature in the half dozen really beautiful poems for which he is famous and where 
his genius glows in the diction of any age. Mr. Copley is a literal but not very 
gifted translator. But perhaps our young rebels will like this. : 


October 21 


Conrad, Barnaby | | | Crowell 
GATES OF FEAR $7.50 


Without attempting to mesmerize or moralize the author of Matador tells his 
favorite stories, quotes his favorite authors on his favorite subject -tauromachy. 
As a convenient framework his stories - culled from Hemingway, Sidney Franklin, 
Kenneth Tynan, Garcia Lorca, Havelock Ellis (and others), from cafes, and personal 
torero experience,- settle around the rings where taurine history was made. From 
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Spain, Portugal, France, South America and Mexico come the quintessence of la fiesta 

brava - the tragedies and successes of men behind the public idol. The illustrious come- 

back which took place on a downtown street; the fated fall of Joselito el Gallo; the @ 
iconoclastic women from the West; the pressing shadow of famous progenitors; the enigmatic 
abstinence of one young Spaniard from traditional diversions; the rise of Belmonte, 

Carlos Arruza, Manolete, Luis Procuna and other beloved heroes of the afternoon - these 

stories are told without a snobbish preocupation with technicalities. The legends, super- 
stitions, fabrications and falsehoods circulating in families and cafes; around rings 

and managers; about jinxes and destinies, convey the heart of the game. For the aficionado 

here is ample material for shooting the bull. Over 75 illustrations, drawings and photo- 


graphs. (LC:57-10110) | 
October ae 


Wright, Catharine Morris ee ate 
THE COLOR OF LIFE $3 /50 


This collection of thirty short essays reflects the author, now a: nae mid- 
fifties, as artist, mother and woman, in her thoughts on art and life. Recollections of 
her very young girlhood, trips to Europe, her father's world of noted painters, her tea 
with Monet, impressions of her parents' friends, her fondness for their slightly Quaker 
Philadelphia home and surroundings - these are part of her looking backward. But this 
is not a chronology of the Morris and Wright families and their doings: it is rather that 
each event spoken of points up a lesson of art and, more important, life. Incidents are 
interwoven with and are the occasion for the author's conclusions about the manner in 
which a life is lived and this approach leaves the impression of reading a notebook, 
viewing the past from the present, sketched sensitively and occasionally sentimentally. 
Because she believes that "color can speak too", she describes some of her paintings, their 
settings, scenes which inspired them and their evolution, and, with her painter's eye, | Ss 
these become a series of pictures. Friendship, tasks undertaken, success and human re- ® 
lationships, here too is the artist writing as a woman and for that audience to whom Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh spoke with such response. (LC:57-12076) 


Daninos, Pierre Celolavr- 2-\ Knopf 
THE SECRET OF MAJOR THOMPSON $3.50 


This continues the irreverent commentary of The Notebooks of Major Thompson 
(1955) in a fast whirl of England and the United States during which Daninos has his 
bafflement over the British, with interpolations from the Major, and the two are combined . 
in their discoveries about a mutual term incognita. Tribal customs beset Daninos and 
the Pochets, who join him, as a geyser in London, pets treated like kings and children 
raised like horses, schooling, current news items, and other strange indications of the 
peculiarities of English character destroy their preconceived notions of the race and 
the Major footnotes many explanations and excuses. Their jaunt to New York and further 
reaches underlines the Americans' love of numbers, their insane use of paper, their in- 
comprehensible speech, their syntax of success and vocabulary of happiness, etc., etc. 
A rapid fire lampooning of popular images with their manifold exceptions, a three way 
criticism of odd types of behavior and a polite, if sharp, observation of contrasting 
social attitudes provide an entertaining transatlantic report enlivened further with 
corrective illustrations by Walter Goetz. For those who enjoyed the first book (and the 
moving picture that has been made from it) this should have a made-to-order audience. 


(LC:57-12575) 


Harvey, Peggy Knopf 
SEASON TO TASTE $3.95 | 
Here is a clear compilation of exciting solids and exotic surprises for the ac- 
complished hostess. Though the recipes are geared to the artist and not the beginner, they © 


are easy to follow, rendered with sophistication and humor. The survey includes such 
plums as Bechamel Sauce, Chicken Kiev, Ham Flakes in Cream, Granita di Caffe and Brandy 
Cream Pie. Charts of menus for different seasons are added as a planning aid. (LC:57- 


10306) | 
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October 21 


Lamb, Harold Knopf 
CONSTANTINOPLE: Birth of a City $5.75 


Phoenix-like, the city of Constantinople rose from the ashes of Byzantium. 
Unlike conservative imperial Rome, Constantine saw the implications of stagnation 
and decay in the Western towns, the weeds springing up in the paving of Roman roads 
in disuse. From his recording of the founding of the Eastern center of the Roman 
Empire on the ruins of Byzantium, author Lamb skims briefly through succeeding rulers 
to a more rounded and expository view of the accomplishments of Justinian as emperor 
and law-giver. Dominant personalities shaping a city have occupied Harold Lamb's 
interest before, in The City and the Tsar. The implications of Justinian's reign 
for our own time, with his abstraction and codification of the hopeless mass of legal 
records into a cogent Corpus Juris are treated fully. The turbulent personal lives 
of Constantine, whose son and wife died by his command, and Justinian, whose marriage 
to Theodora, a one-time prostitute, was a coup of strategy and patience, are as 
fully treated as the military strategems of Justinian and his general Belisarius. 
For historical scholars and researchers this offers readable information on Constan- 
tinople haa the decay of the western Roman Empire and the sixth century. (LC: 
57-12072 


Carson, Gerald | Rinehart 
THE CORNFLAKE CRUSADE $4.95 


A catchy history of the cereal makers and their products is a view of 
America seen through its alimentary canal - and religion. For the fantasia of food 


, reform takes in a review of the cults that promoted vegetarianism, that led to 


Battle Creek and the big business of packaged breakfast foods. As Seventh Day 
Adventists, last of a long line of protesting sects, Dr. J. H. Kellogg and his 
brother W. K., Charles W. Post, are influenced by Graham and his grain experiments, 


- and they have their battles over the church, the Sanitarium, the college and the 


types of dietary rules to be followed; they bring about new fields of advertising and 
create fabulous markets. The biography of the tewn and the important personalities 
is full of lively incidents, of complicated business procédures, of conflict of 
character and cranky people and is a busy story of the results of America's gastro- 
nomic binge of its early years Bright and snappy, this will appeal to the business 
or aes ot as followers of special sidelights on the country's development. (LC: 
97-9631 


Targ, William- fd. | World 
BIBLIOPHILE IN THE NURSERY $12.50 


| Bouillabaisse For. Bibliophiles (1955) proved that Mr. Targ could round up 
tempting material for book collectors, this current omnium gatherum on old and rare 
children's books is again seductive, informative and lively. His introduction 
features collecting, with definite guidance on how to start, where and what rare items 
are, points of all kinds for students and sleuths. Authors, scholars and collectors 
write on various aspects of the children's field - general history, from medieval 
"Christ-cross rows", hornbooks on through to modern comics; biographies, of Newbery, 
Bunyan, Frank Baum, Louis May Alcotts special chapters on Alice, Robinson Crusoe, 
McGuffey's Readers; literature for Puritan boys and girls (which is gruesome); the 
determined uplifting of young minds in the 18th century; back to the 15th century 
for nursery rhymes, etc., etc. Illustrators are not forgotten and have a section of 
brief biographies and, just like icing for a cake, there is a science fiction story 
about a unique collector's item. Something for every taste, illustrations galore, 
and a wealth of history, humor - and nostalgia. (LC:57-9281) 
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October 22 


Harris, Sydney F. Houghton, Mifflin @ 
A MAJORITY OF ONE f 3,75 $4-r00 


Moral nostrums for individual and civic failings. Advice on rearing children - 
for example,- should they be allowed to eat dirt? Diatribes against such American follies 
as a love of "bigness" for bigness' sake. Proposal for an honest cigarette ad. Feuil- 
letons on such subjects as the right of poor people to plunk down their last dollar on 
a TV set. Comments on teaching adolescents how to drive, and the compilation of epigrams. 
Harris has flashes of piety, psychological perception, metaphysical wonder; he is by turns 
gently belligerent, sweetly reasonable, self-righteous. Some will find in these unassorted 
ramblings and rodomontades a modern Ben Franklin, others a personification of the Reader's 
Digest, still others a domesticated Philip Wylie. Harris, at any rate, has a huge and 
varied fund of pithy phrases and wise-sounding philippics. (LC:57-11970) 





Moore, Virginia Vv Macmillan 
THE WHOLE WORLD, STRANGER  |/|! $5.00 


Impassioned in her conviction that the world is one world - men are men- the 
author, accompanied by her sister, circuits the world discovering at every turn its sub- 
stantial unity. In Japan, China, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Egypt, Turkey, Greece, and 
Italy she experienced a deep feeling of community with her world. In the East, particularly, 
where the quest of God is a serious consummate activity she was readily absorbed by the 
native, universal thrust toward communication. In Japan the serenity of perfection embodied 
by a humble woman; India's Swami Swarupanada talking about love; in Vietnam, an American drawn 
to Eastern ways:- these events, accidental and yet inevitable, are deeply meaningful and 
emotional for the author as she pursues her quest. Alert to the theology of the East she 
is able to probe the virtues of one religious manifestation or another, but, more important, 
to observe that they are manifestations. The adventurous side of the journey is told but 
a&lways waxes subordinate to the theme, which is approached tenderly, intelligently but 
often tortuously. Miss Moore is the author of The Unicorn. (LC:57-10776) 





Kendall, Paul Murray \ Norton 
WARWICK, THE KINGMAKER | $5.95 


The author of last year's excellent Richard The Third re-creates the life and 
times of Richard Neville, who was born into the violence of the Wars of the Roses from 
a family supporting York. Before his death he upheld the Lancaster cause and for some 
years in between he was Earl of Warwick, the maker of kings, the most powerful man in 
England. His success, and the power accrued to him both in England and France, was self- 
made; his was the temperament that made men look to and trust him as a leader in turbulent 
times; he proved his prowess as a young knight in battle, first on land and then at sea. 
He became the rallying point of the forces in England that were against the Queen's 
influence, of the Yorkists, and of the growing solidarity and strength of the merchants 
in London. Henry VI's inability to rule led him to urge Edward Plantagenet to take the 
throne as Edward IV and for the next years Warwick considered himself as England's head 
even when he was self-exiled to the northern borders to quell existing distubances. 
Edward's eventual gentle and polite revolt from Warwick's domination was signalled by his 
refusal to accept a marriage of state approved by Warwick and by marrying the woman of 
his choice - and this was the beginning of Warwick's downfall. In France he pursued his 
aims and on an English battlefield he died in the Battle of Barnet, espousing the 
Lancastrian cause. An important picture of the tangled relations between factions in 


England and France and a remarkably human portrait of a man of action who was also a man © 
of the world of his dey, this combines its history and biography ably for the general as 
well as the special interest reader. (LC:57-10000) 
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October 23 


Preminger, Marion Mill Funk & Wagnalls 
ALL I WANT IS EVERYTHING $3.95 


At 17 Marion married an anthropologist on the Q.T. thus abrogating tradi- 
tion and family expectations. This first rebellious act initiated a whole vain- 
glorious series which further defied the customs of her native land, Hungary, and 
her aristocratic but charitable family. To Paris and the glamorous whirl of fashion, 
stage and admiration went this bragadoccio miss whose propensity for name-dropping 
and self-augmentation jars the humbler of us commoners. After some rather unsuc- 
cessful maneuvers on the stage she met Preminger, a director, married him and went to 
Hollywood still sans vocation. To divert her carefree life, she took lessons (swim- 
ming, Yogi, diction, music, etc.), she did bridal decorations, she “invented” sand- 
wiches, she lectured. Later she visited Albert Schweitzer and directed the A.S. 
Hospital Fund, her father committed suicide, she redivorced, she revisited Hungary 
and pulled her mother and sister to safety.....but after all the luxury, flippancy, 
risque coyness, the account of these events waxes insincere...like going to church 
after visiting the sporting house. Her time-killing activities are for time-killing 
readers. (LC:57-10581) 


Stein, Gertrude Yale Press 
ALPHABETS AND BIRTHDAYS $5.00 


Plodding along in a Time-centered world of dates and numbers and months and 
letters we meet a population in the work from which this volume draws its title of 
animals, feelings, activities, typewriters, horses and hills. Everybody has a birth- 
day or wishes he could or would have one even if he does, indeed, have one. A 
Birthday Book, written for Picasso's son, starts with January lst and progresses 
through the year 365 days strong. All Sunday collects impressions of life in 
Mallorca at the beginning of World War I. These plus four others comprise the seventh 
volume of the Yale Edition of the Unpublished Writings of Gertrude Stein. In spite 
of the foggy and repetitious style which for this reader obscures the alleged meaning, 
bc a a Stein clique. And that is that. Introduction by Donald Gallup. (LC:57- 
10153 | 


West, Rebecca Yale Press — 


THE COURT AND THE CASTLE $3.75 


A work of creative analysis and criticism that challenges one's familiarity 
and comprehension of writers as seemingly far apart as Shakespeare, Ibsen and 
Chekhov - Fielding and Dorothy Riehardson - Scott, Dickens, Thackeray, Trollope, 
Meredith, Hardy, Henry James ~ Virginia Woolf, Marcel Proust, Katka. And yet she 
weaves her bright shuttle back and forth, picking out a thread here, an interpretation 
there, giving one a sense of continuity and growth, of symbolism and realism, of a 
common understanding of and rejection of power and its effects. The roots of liter- 
ature go back centuries; one writer owes to another, who may be unknown, almost 
certainly unread, influences, conceptions that today's perceptive critic can trace. 
The nature of man- his relation to authority- doom and salvation - these are elements 
in the whole as in the parts. At times Rebecca West is authoritative- at times 
disruptive. Her book demands from the reader more perhaps of background than most 
readers can bring to it. (LC:57-11922) 


October’2h ) 7 95 

cca pia 
Aron, Raymond Doubleday 
THE OPIUM OF THE INTELLECTUALS $h.50 


The author of The Century of Total War (1954) issues another challenge to 
world thinking in this timely dissection of current political divisions. As a 
French journalist, his comments onthe politico-philosophical scenes of East and 
West are within the frame of reference generally of western Europe and France in 
particular. He shows that the relatively new allegiance of the Intelligentsia to 
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the Left is born of three myths: the Right as traditionally the voice of reaction, the 
efficacy of the Revolution, and the Proletariat as the new savior class. He demonstrates 
the development of these myths is the result of visionary, idealistic thinking, soli- ©} 
dified in nostalgic hindsight. Aiding and abetting the construction of the myths has 

been a particular interpretation of history, borrowed from the Churchmen and developed 

by Hegel- the idea of a Plan of History, which was best put to use by Marxists applying 

the idea as a rationalization of their political and economic policies. The choice, from 

the swing of events, open to the intellectuals, lies between - on the one hand, conforming 

to and being smothered by a system which extols the State as the bearer of all values or, 

on the other hand maintaining a condition of alienation, in the long run an imperiled 
condition. It is to those who will have no fanatic commitment, the skeptics, that Aron 

turns for a re-direction of thought. A valuable book (not because it supplies another 

solution but because it asks the right questions) for those concerned with the modern de- 
velopment of political.thought. (LC:57-6702) 





October 24 


Gilliam, Harold Doubleday 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY $4.50 


Not the Baghdad but the Bay commands attention here. The controversy still 
rages about its actual discovery and local historians are still reluctant to submit a 
definitive answer. Was it Francis Drake or Gaspar de Portola? There is evidence to ac- 
cord the honor to each. Nevertheless the striking characteristics of the Bay, its size, 
its depth, its tides and its moods persist. In a prosy, often prosaic, style the author 
supplies a volume of facts explaining all facets of the Bay and its effect on the land- 
lubbers nearby. The fog-horns, the psychologically precarious existence of the light- 
housekeeper, life under and over the water, the commercial value of its safety and its 
centrality, the symbol of the obsolescent ferry boat- these features are an intrinsic 
part of the Baghdad which it vitalizes and never harms. The abundance of geological, @ 
nautical, and marine information might alienate prospective local-colorateurs. Maps, 
charts. (LC:57-10453) 


Holbrook, Stewart H. Doubleday 
DREAMERS OF THE AMERICAN DREAM $5.75 


* Stewart Holbrook, who wrote the second in the Mainstream of America Series books, 
The Age of Moguls, has added a tenth. distinguished volume with his assembly of persona- 
lities who left their mark on America. Visionaries, crackpots, fanatics, dreamers, suf- 
fragettes, temperance workers, be-sloganned devotees of betterment in marriage, religion, 
sex, alcohol, labor relations, penal codes, and the treatment of mental illness rub 
shoulders in a book which encompasses the American dream of Utopia, sobriety and the 
pursuit of happiness. The shouting and axe-swingingreformer, Carrie Nation, splintered 
saloon mirrors. At Sherrill, N.Y., John Humphrey Noyes, founder of the Putney Corporation 
of Perfectionists, fostered "complex marriage"-- an apt description, since fidelity and 
exclusiveness in matrimony were frowned upon. Laura Bridgman, Louis Dwight, Dorothea 
Dix, Susan B. Anthony and Mrs. Stanton fought their mercurial and protracted battles -- 
usually in defense of the rights of others:- the deaf, the blind, the insane, and the 
weaker sex. Stewart Holbrook's summation of these prophets of Excelsior should interest 
anyone with even a flickering interest in the history of the country and the evolution 
of the society we know. (LC:57-1142h) 


Roberts, Kenneth Doubleday 
WATER UNLIMITED $3.95 


This is the third book Kenneth Roberts wrote about dowsing, and specifically 
about the experiences of Henry Gross, a trained dowser, and the company formed by Kenneth 
Roberts, Water Unlimited. The evidence is in- and the conclusions are inescapable:- in 
the hands of Henry Gross a dowsing rod performs miracles, and- given the proper information, 
Henry Gross can spot water sources at almost incredible distances. Kenneth Roberts, 
bitter over the carping criticism and doubts and aspersions cast upon the achievements, 
has brought the evidence together. It seems unanswerable. Even the other types of dowsing, - 
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for oil, for minerals, etc., have had their measure of success, though Roberts, up 
to his death, did not go all out for these claims- and in this book presents the 
plus and minus aspects fairly. (LC:57-11437) 


October 24 


Slenczynska, Ruth & Doubleday 
Biancolli, Louis $3.95 


FORBIDDEN CHILDHOOD 


Before she was born, Ruth's vocation was planned by her overbearing and 
psychotic father who wanted a musical genius in the family that he might profit vic- 
ariously by her fame and directly in her money. He stopped at nothing to achieve 
this end. Ruth was beaten, prodded, directed and manipulated. Her mother and her 
sisters were treated like inferiors when Ruth's early training scored brilliant suc- 
cesses as a child protege at home and abroad. The lecherous tyrant claimed all 
credit, in tender, gifts, and talent; and, although the child owed her artistry to 
many teachers other than her father (Arthur Schnabel, Rubenstein, Petri, Josef 
Hofmann and others), he refused their advice to discontinue concertizing until 
Ruth was older. Instead his brutal drive prodded on until Ruth's strength was sapped, 
and her talent undermined. She went to college and slowly started to play the piano 
again, this time volitionally. Urged by her husband to return to the stage, she 
acquiesced but not without misgivings, for his tones were too reminiscent of her 
father. Now on the up and up her music is distinctly her own. Too much of an apo- 
logy for non-productive years, it lacks a humility which should attend autobiography. 
Portions will appear in October McCall's. (LC:57-11439) 


“Stirling, N. B. : Doubleday 
: TREASURE UNDER THE SEA $4.50 


- . Sinks to the floor of the ocean two ways; through disaster at sea 
or by deliberate concealment. And in tracing the events which have deposited out- 
standing troves in their sandy graves, the author tracks a brilliant course in the 
wake of daredevils, conquistadors, scalawags and scavengers who have dropped doubloons 
and ducats into watery hiding. She leads us to Pizarro, De Soto, and Cortez, 
squeezing treasure such as Europe had never seen from Mexico and South America. The 
looting yielded riches and more riches. But in 1643 se hurricane sunk the Silver 
Fleet en route from the New World. ‘And the man who raised some of the plunder was 


made High Sheriff of Massachusetts for his trouble. With a well padded passenger 


list and two million pounds on board, the good ship Grosvenor stove in her bow on 


‘concealed rocks off the coast of South Africa in 1782. The treasure lies there 


still. And the light skinned, natives there attest that two white women were taken 
forcibly as wives by the native chiefs. The seven and a half million dollars 
dropped into Manila Bay to thwart Japanese invaders in World War II tempts salvagers 
still. The men who have dredged the oceans depths to raise these and other caches 
have been adventurers, millionaires, royalty, thieves and scientists. Turbulent 
reporting on a daring game of hide and seek. (LC:57-11440) 


Wilson, Neill Cc. & 9 Doubleday 
Taylor, Frank J. (apa $4.50/$5.75 
THE EARTH CHANGERS 


The Hoover Dam not only brought together a vast quantity of water but also 
@& powerful group of financial and engineering abilities inthe construction field. 
It released not only electric power but also a new era of monster projects - by 
which American builders have literally spread their conquest of mountains, rivers, 
and deserts from Pole to Pole. Appropriately, in writing of this new era, the 
authors have commenced with the Hoover Dam and stressed the many feats which made it 
possible. Appropriately, too, the book is particularly concerned with the piledriving 
entrepreneurs and their maneuvers of capital, the inner organization of construction 
outfits, the types of mechanical improvizations and individual courage that have gone 
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into each great project. But the man in overalls is unfortunately slighted and far less 
convincing. The authors have created a series of composites, and imaginatively pro- 
jected these composites into the narrative at rather irregular intervals. The style is 
full of gusto and pride. Irresistible to “armchair superintendents", and of some interest 
to almost any male reader. (LC:57-7288) 


October 25 


Polk, William R., 

Stamler, David & Beacon Press 
Asfour, Edmund ! $4.95 
BACKDROP TO TRAGEDY 


* The history of Palestine, the Zionist movement, economic development are in- 
dispensable guides to the understanding of the current political scene- the turbulence 
of which is constantly in the news. Part I of this superior study resummons ancient 
history to the Roman Empire and the solidification of Jewish nationalism. It discusses 
the significance of the rise of Islam and the Ottoman Empire. Part II reviews the effects 
of persecution in Europe and the rise of Zionism- a protest to Anti-Semitism, an alter- 
native to economic displacement engendered by the industrial revolution, and an articu- 
lation of an age-old longing for return to the homeland. Part III explains the Arab role 
in Palestine and Part IV presents the economic framework "into which the psychological 
aspects of the problem of Palestine must fit". This excellent analysis of the delicate 
hot-bed in which many interests, economic, political, and sentimental, are vested copes 
with the complexities in a mature and well-documented manner. It embraces the peculiar 
relationship between Yishuv Jewry and Diaspora and clarifies the position of Israel in 
terms of the Arab "block". Much needed, it will be well received in news-conscious 
circles. The background of the authors attests to its scope and relative objectivity. 
(LC:57-12743) ‘ @ 
McCarthy, Mary Eunice Crowell 
MEET KITTY $3.50 


. the author's mother, Catherine Elizabeth Theresa Lynch McCarthy, and you 
will share the unremarkable life of a remarkable woman, her many good deeds, wise words 
and lovable ways. Told by a doctor that she was not strong enough to deliver a child, 
she brought thirteen into the world- supported them after the abandonment of her husband 
("a street angel and a house devil") and lived to the age of 82. A devout Catholic but 
equally strong defender of all faiths and races, an excellent housekeeper, knowledgeable 
far beyond the little education she had, she was an unforgettable force not only within 
her family but also in the many lives on which she touched, and she achieved a "life lived 
perfectly"... A portrait preserved- and extended to what must be a fairly constant, con- 
servative audience for family memoirs. (LC:57-11092) 


Kieran, John-£d. Doubleday 
JOHN KIERAN'S TREASURY OF GREAT NATURE WRITING $4.95 


There are those who find drama and poetry in the lymph glands of larva. To some 
the egg sacs of the Bolas Spider are objects of boundless curiosity. Interest in John 
Kieran's book will certainly be generated in such readers. Happily, however, the authors 
assembled here have appeal as well to non-icthy-orni -zoo-ologists. While things that 
slither and molt abound here, they do not prevail. Izaak Walton, Donald Culross Peattie, 
Herman Melville, Ralph Waldo Emerson, John Burroughs, Brooks Atkinson, Rachel Carson, 
Charles Darwin and John James Audubon are among the sixty authors and poets musing on 
weather, trees, birds, vipers and vertebrates. Thomas Barbour in The Glory Hole gives a 
Rabelasian dissertation on why laymen look down their noses at museum curators. His 
candid description of the glory holes of most museums, those catch-alls where pickled © 
this-and-thats accumulate dust and veneration, is a capricious bit of drollery. And 
Dallas Lore Sharp's recap of the forty mile ride in horse-and-chaise to deliver turtle 
eggs no more than three hours old to Louis Agassiz. pulls the rug out from under the gravity 
of natural science. Definite possibilities for the gift market. (LC:57-11428) 





August 15, 1957 Non-fiction -623- 
October 25 


Heller, Eric Farrar, Straus and Cudahy 
THE DISINHERITED MIND $3.75 


If it is true that values are transitory and provisional, then history 
provides only a record and not a guide, the dichotomy between Truth and Existence 
ls severe, and Reason and Spirit must relinquish their exalted positions to a crude 
pragmatic mean and despair. In this exceliently analytical book, subtitled Essays 
in Modern German Literature and Thought, Mr. Heller discusses how the German literary 
giants came to terms with the problem of introducing an absolute axiology in a meta- 
physically ephemeral and conditional universe. In the first essay "Goethe and the 
Idea of Scientific Truth”, he derives Goethe's peculiar synthesis of empirical truth 
and Aristotelian entelechy, later comparing him to Nietzsche...and Nietzche to Rilke 
and Burckhardt. He shows the complete reversal of German idealism as embodied in 
Kafka and, in the essay on Karl Kraus, illustrates the reaction of minds existing 
in a spiritual vacuum. A stimulating, high-level analysis for litterateurs. (LC:57- 


12927 ) 


Gordon, Caroline Viking 
HOW TO READ A NOVEL $3.50 


Novelist Gordon's approach bears no resemblance to Mortimer Adler's How 
To Read A Book nor should her book in any way be considered a manual with lists and 
categories. Hers is a visiting tour of master craftsmen from Sophocles to Hemingway 
pointing to this, steering away from that. She draws on the comments of many critics- 
Maritain, R. G. Collingwood, Howard Mumford Jones, Van Wyck Brooks. She explains, 
broadly, the development of the novel, where those practitioners of the art of the 
novel have succeeded and where some, notably Gide, have failed in her belief that 
one "must know the makeup of the novel before one can appreciatively read it". Be- 
cause, in the last analysis, the goal of the author and the reader is the same - the 
perception of life as it really is, in other words, the grasp of truth. The key- 
note approach for both is that of humility:- humility for the author because his task 
is larger than that of mere self-expression, humility for the reader because he must, 
for creative reading, lay aside his preconceived notions of what a novel must be and 
"follow in the footsteps of the creator". Here is an unacademic, informal study 
directed toward that end, which is well worth the reading. (LC:57-12613) 


October28 li | 


Maxwell, Elsa Little, Brown 
HOW TO DO IT, Or The Lively Art Of Entertaining : $4.75 


La Maxwell serves her latest literary collation seasoned with her usual 
sprinkling of acerbity. The entree here --suggestions for better parties. Combine 
a@ cool room, hot plates and low table decorations. Add beautiful women to any ga- 
thering just as you do flowers, for their visual effect. Keep a stock of provocative 
questions in mental reserve to jolt the post-dinner lull. And don't guide each new- 
comer through an endless list of introductions at a large party, suggests the cele- 
brated hostess. Rather, see that your guest is introduced to a few congenial 
conversationalists. Miss Maxwell brooks no nonsense from alcoholic or amorous guests. 
She chuckles wickedly at the failures of other distinguished party-givers. And if 
she does not relish their triumphs she does them justice here. She cracks the whip 
of social authority over social lions Clare Boothe Luce, Lady Mendl, Lady Cunard, 
the Duchess of Windsor, Perle Mesta, and scolds Somerset Maugham and Noel Coward 
as errant hosts. Spicy but digestible. With an appendix of recipes favored by the 
fabled, there should be many cries of bon appetit from readers. 
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October 28 


Ayer, Frederick, Jr. Regnery °} 
YANKEE G-MAN $5.00 


As an aspiring F.B.I. man, cocky young Ayer looked to most like a washout. He 
was accordingly banished to Cincinnati, where he was presumably out of harm's way. There 
to the surprise of all he did some extremely creditable work in such varied fields as 
bank robbery, murder, and suspected Nazi sympathies. Ayer, restored to the good graces 
of his superiors, was next assigned to a European post and the investigation of cases of 
espionage and treason. Nothing very exciting happened to him abroad, but he did visit 
the big cities, come in contact with Eisenhower, and develop a fund of anecdotes and im- 
pressions. After the war, Ayer became "security officer" (actually, a tough legal and 
liaison job) with the American Mission for Aid to Greece- a lengthy prologue which is 
easily the best thing in the book. The narrative, taking it all in all, is candid and 
candied, full of supercharged attacks on communism. There are a number of tense moments, 
though as a whole it doesn't live up to the layman's conception of the job. 


October 29 || }14 


Clarke, Frances E.- Fd. Macmillan 
OF CATS AND MEN $4.50 


A wide range in the field of ailourology presents cats in story and verse, in 
essay and in interpretation, in retrospect and in love - and admiration. From the pre- 
occupation of Elmer Davis, de la Mare, T. S.:Eliot, Hilaire Belloc, Lafcadio Hearn, 
Pierre Loti, W. B. Yeats, Roy Chapman Andrews, Alan Devoe, Samuel L. Clemens, Paul Gallico, 
William Lyon Phelps, W. W. Jacobs, Damon Runyon, Eden Phillpotts, Q. Patrick, Christopher 
Morley, Carl Van Vechten- and many others- the cat is seen as a part of the family, as the 6 
core of an incident, as a dictator; in the theater, in history, in art, in life.and in 
death, in relation to an individual and to the world around it. The selection here is 
fresh, the tales are bright to funny and the whole should please that circle which is 
pleased and proud to be "owned by a cat". That very special, defined market. (LC:57-11945) 


Errington, Paul L. Macmillan 


OF MEN AND MARSHES i) v¥ | $4.50 


Another fighter in the cause of conservation, Professor Errington, once a 
trapper and now a biologist, makes his plea for the wetlands now being lost primarily 
through artificial drainage. His specific areas are those marshes occurring over the 
glaciated prairies of northern central United States and adjacent Canada and he emphasizes 
the continuities of time that they represent, follows the seasonal cycle from spring 
through winter with the wild life that inhabits them and makes a telling point when he 
compares the laws of life that the inhabitants embody with mankind's societies. He travels 
further to marshes in the South and the Far West; he writes of the islands in the marshes, 
of exploring them with safety and comfort, of the peace and harmony that observation and 
study of them can bring and he argues how man can make harmonious use of them. Memories 
and experiences of his own are full of contented adventuring in natural history and his 
tales of life and death in these spontaneous wildernesses are specialized reporting. Very 
much an outdoor type of book in spite of its definite crusading. More than 20 illustrations 
by H. Albert Hochbaum. (LC:57-11516) 












_ 
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October 30 


Crow, John A. "Harper 
| MEXICO TODAY $500 


Since the time that Cortez conquered Mexico, that country has been in a 
state of flux - economically and psychologically. In order to understand Mexico 
today it is necessary to know her roots. This is the approach that the author uses 
to describe the current trends in art, architecture, industry, education, agriculture, 
politics and temperament. He claims that Mexico is a fusion of Hispanic and native 
Indian culture, the former contributing civilized elements, the latter clinging to 
pagan and emotional behavior. The mestizo, a mixture of Spanish and Indian blood, 
is by far the predominant race and manifests the two, often incompatible, cultures. 
Here lies the dichotomy and the paradox of Mexico whose geographical proximity to 
the U.S. would classify it as a “Western" country, but whose culture, remote as the 
Orient, resists such classification. With this thesis in mind, Mr. Crow reports 
conversations with priests, children, educators. He describes the festivals, re- 
ligion, cuisine and dress. He illustrates the differences between different cities 
like Tepic and Mexico City and compares Mexico to the United States. This is not 
a guide book as much as it is a short ethnographical history for the layman. Illus- 
trated with photographs. (LC:57-8188) 

Flesch, Rudolf- Fd. Harper 

THE BOOK OF UNUSUAL QUOTATIONS $3.95 


A collection which eschews the trite, the hackneyed, the commonplace, the 
widely, universally known is the result of the editor's hobby of a magpie collection 
of books which waked him to the possibility of quotations which would say things 
differently or which would offer other, new, fresh ways of saying things. Thus from 
A (Abroad) to Z (Zoo) he has selected 5,000 or more brief prose bits from the Bible 
and the ancients to E. B. White, Anne Morrow Lindbergh, Angela Thirkell, Joyce Cary, 
etc , etc., to illustrate a tremendous range of subjects, some of which may have 
only one entry. Plural entries are arranged chronologically, and at the end of the 
sub jects (arranged. alphabetically) are cross references to allied topics; there is 
a subject index and an author index so that location of wanted material is easy. 
Humor is not bypassed; there is paradox along with the maxim and adage; there is 
variety enough to answer almost any need - and the whole should be a really welcome 
addition to speakers' and writers' reference shelves for the sayings are generally 
unfamiliar and unusual. Nice to rummage in, too. (LC:57-8189) 


Neisser, Edith G. 7 Harper 
THE ELDEST CHILD $3.00 


A discussion of primogeniture- not necessarily a privilege- deals with the 
conflicts which may come up and points up the satisfactions which can go along with 
seniority. The literally preconceived attitudes, as well as old myths and customs, | 
which surround the first born; his first "king for a day” phase- without siblings, 
and the advantages and disadvantages of more intense adult attention; the arrival 
of the second child, and the areas of competition and tension which arise- according 
to the varying intervals which separate the firstborn and his successors; the dele- 
gation of responsibility and sometimes its burden; and finally special situations 
(adoption, death) which may affect the eldest child. Edith Neisser who wrote 
Brothers and Sisters in 1951 offers applicable guidance and there is a considerable 
bibliography and reading list to extend it further. (LC:57-11109) 
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October 30 


Rapport, Samuel Harper 
& Wright, Helen- ds. $5.95 
THE GREAT EXPLORERS 


All who respond to deeds of physical conquest will be absorbed by the exploits 
collected here. Starting with Teddy Roosevelt's The Spirit of Adventure, Part I probes 
the nature of the exploring soul (even including a fascinating excerpt from a Navy 
wartime pamphlet on survival):Part II deals with the great ocean voyages, the climate of 
the times and the men who accepted the challenge: Part III is devoted to expeditions on 
land or inland waters: Part IV concentrates on the Poles: Part V accounts for mountain 
climbing: Part VI takes in underwater and aerial experiences. Linked with brief historical 
notes by the two editors, the adventures are recounted by the explorers themselves or 
else vividly told by a modern writer, and offer a vast coverage of the drama and excite- 
ment of discovery through the centuries and all over the world. The excellence of select- 
tion and the prefatory notes give this a place of its own that is high in adventure. Maps. 
(LC:57-11113) 


Pepper, O. H. Perry, M.D. Lippincott 
OLD DOC $3-75 


- had been affiliated with a hospital until retirement, had conducted a 
running feud with surgeons on general principle, and had been happily married for forty 
years. The death of his wife and enforced retirement left Doc unoccupied. But in the 
companionship of younger doctors connected with his hospital, in the reminiscences of 
medicine a half-century ago, and the comparison between the knowledge then and now of 
treating illness, he found the courage to carry on his daily life with renewed interest. 
Dr. Pepper, the author, who practiced for fifty years in Philadelphia, has obviously drawn 
upon his own case records in the accounts of patients the fictional Old Doc treated. The 
yarns the old doctor spins have doubtless more human interest than medical significance. 
Probably every family doctor could give similar accounts --of the lady who was certain 
she had a snake in her tummy, of feminine patients complaining of self-inflicted injuries, 
who were really only love-sick for the young physician, and others who try the intuitive 
powers of the most seasoned practitioner. The medical profession should find Old Doc's 
epee hay stories of interest, but for the general reader it is not compelling. (LC: 
57 -11950 


Smith, Bradford Lippincott 


WHY WE BEHAVE LIKE AMERICANS $h..95 


As a rejoinder to the many critiques denigrating American culture - its emphasis 

on materialism, its acquisitive nature, its anti-intellectualism, and its barbarian lack 

of interest in the Arts - the author attempts a delineation of our national character 
which is at once overly-eulogistic but inspiring. Employing the central concept from his 

| Dangerous Freedom he maintains that "voluntary association” is a fundamental and per- 
vading trait in our politics, social life, work, leisure. Our desire to be liked, to be 
accepted, to be recognized is the core and it overrides lust for money as an end in it- 
self. In this sense we are not "materialistic" since we view money as an instrument for 
being liked. The earmarks of our country are abundance and freedom- a freedom which 
opposes too much government yet recognizes it as a necessary evil. If we have sacrificed 
intellectual pursuits to pragmatic ones we have gained world recognition for our un- 
mitigated egalitarianism and our generosity. The question of the Arts, the most contro- 
versial and, perhaps, vulnerable, has been greatly overwrought - American art is rising; 
the mass media are not that bad. In a word the critics have failed to observe the 
intrinsic health that is America. In this tone Mr. Smith discusses language, marriage, 
child-rearing, education, etc...and, recognizing the contrarieties in our basic assumptions 
and our inadequacies, lauds the American. While the book is written for the same audience 
of The Lonely Crowd, we venture that its appeal will be broader in scope but more limited 
in sales. (LC:57-11954) 
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October 31 


Palmer, Laurence E. Dutton 
PALMER'S FIELDBOOK OF MAMMALS $3.75 


Unlike most compendia on mammals, Palmer's discusses domesticated and semi- 
domesticated varieties. It is written on several levels, including information for 
the average person, the businessman on vacation, and the zoologists, both junior 
and senior. Additional to the usual data on classification, traits, and habitats 
are interesting ecological, behavioral, and sensory attributes. Genetic and generic 
origins, facts about body temperature, habits, morphology are told always with a 
considered interest in that animal's relationship to man. Many charts and diagrams. 
Illustrated with over 300 drawings. (LC:57-8974) 


Hanson, Lawrence and Elisabeth Random House 
VERLAINE: Fool of God $5.00 


The biographers of Toulouse-Lautrec, Van Gogh and Gauguin have turned their 
attention to the recording of the life of the poet, Paul Marie Verlaine. Verlaine, 
the son of an army officer, was an unremarkable, good natured child, sheltered and 
pampered by his mother j-and laterhe,in his home life, was unprepared for hard times. 
He could never, then, in later life, take his own tragedies very seriously, although 
he was for a long enough time a member of that ill-housed, undernourished Symbolist 
coterie - the Parnassian group. His friends counted him among the greatest exponents 
of French poetry and elected him Prince of Poets. But this recognition came late. 
His time (1844-1896) was the era of Leon Bloy, Anatole France, Charles Baudelaire, 
the Van Goghs and that bohemian after Verlaine's own fashion - Gauguin. Verlaine 
played the clown-exaggerating tales about himself for the amusement of his friends 
and,in general, playing up his own idiosyncrasies so that the little "Fool of God" 
is apt. The life and times of this colorful man need no heightening and he can 
justly be called the "last great bohemian". Most inclusive- an enlightening 
(includes much of his poetry, in French and English) and very readable biography. 

(Le :57-10048 ) 


October 72 


Beam, Lura ; Funk & Wagnalls 
: A MAINE HAMLET $3.50 


A nostalgic inventory of the hamlet ("a cluster of houses in the country”) 
in southeast Maine near Machias recalls the decade, 1894-1904, in which the author 
lived in a big landscape with her grandparents and others. In chapters devoted to 
the place, the people, work, family patterns, church, school, pleasure, social life, 
the arts and migration, she induces an aura of austere existence within a framework 
of custom, of a rigid continuity of custom which had been approved by long experience, 
of durable individualism, of an entity that was compact and familiar, and she ex- 
haustively describes the components of each category. The last chapter contrasts 
the community fifty years later with the many changes in the type of living, the 
physical aspects and in the difference in the people. There are some character 
sketches, bits of gossip and history, incidents of the period and an overwhelming 
sense of a well-loved area. A book for a local market particularly. (LC:57-10556) 


MacClintock, Lander- transl. Indiana Univ. Press 
ORPHEUS IN AMERICA: Offenbach’s Diary of $4.50 
His Journey to the New World 


The creator of "Tales of Hoffman" had been lauded everywhere he went in 
Europe but his journey to the New World to present a series of 30 concerts under the 
aegis of Grau started out inauspiciously. There wasconflict of interest with the 
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Centennial events in Philadelphia; his first concert in New York was a disappointment to 
an audience who wanted can-can and got grace and elegance. But one would not know this 
from Offenbach's own diary, which in rather naive terms records his impressions of the 
New World, from hotels, contert halls, public squares to vehicles, restaurants, women, ® 
restrictions on personal liberties, fire fighters, advertising, and the press. Most 

amusing today are his caustic comments on America and the arts- and his advice to an 

infant nation. Most characteristic are his comments on American cuisine- and the lack 

of proper atmosphere created by the casual, untrained service rendered. Not an important 

book but fun, and the Alajalov sketches will add to the jaunty tone. 


October ?7 


Dodd, Marguerite Scribner 
AMERICA'S HOMEMAKING BOOK $4.95 


Some efficiency expertise keeps your housekeeping to a minimum through work and 
time savers, takes money into consideration as well as the hours spent (an average 9 hour 
workday), and includes many useful pointers for the tyro, tried or just plain tired house- 
wife. The kitchen- its design, equipment as well as its use and upkeep; marketing; 
laundry; housecleaning- from the daily to the seasonal chore; health and safety measures; 
pest-controls; servants; and on to buying your own house, heating it, cooling it- and some 
basic facts about electricity, water, plumbing.... A constant market here in the making- 
and an enduring kind of domestic aid. 


Swanberg, W. A. Scribner 
: FORT SUMTER $5.95 


No one ever seriously believed that 600 odd men, lacking everything from food 

to cartridge bags, divided in authority, uncertain what course the Government in Washington 
wished them to take, could hurl back the Confederate thousands with their superior weapons 
and commanding position. During the interminable wait before the inevitable attack, 
Major Anderson and Captain Doubleday (the man, by the way, who invented baseball) dared 
not even take proper defensive measures for fear of inciting the Charlestonians and setting 
off a war. The press, municipal and State leaders, local society created a hell of ac- 
cusation against Lincoln and his Yankee forces at Sumter- but it was a hell where the 
devils consumed each other along with the enemy. And always in Washington there was in- 
decision, dissension, confused reports. Such is the background of the fort's last gallant, 
bloodless stand. The narrative, though of indifferent literary merit, somehow deepens 
one's awareness of historical process; it appeals to the more serious Civil War interest 
and any tangent curiosity. (LC:57-12065) 

{\/\ 
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Briggs, Ellis 0. | : - Wileing 
SHOTS HEARD ROUND THE WORLD $5.00 





The Ambassador to Brazil begins by disclaiming that the foreign service is a 
round of cocktail parties- but apparently it consists of a lot of duck and geese shooting. 
These are a sportsman's sketches, with 15 posts abroad during the past 31 years providing 

as scattered and plentiful hunting grounds as one could decently wish. Along with the 

shooting are the problems of catching the monster frogs of Peru, the political hazards 

in the pursuit of Czech pheasants, and some amateur attempts to sink or at least cripple 

a Nazi submarine with hand grenades.... The Ambassador is relentlessly amiable, and 

ove agen has done the illustrations to enhance the sporting appeal of these memoirs. 9 






August 15, 1957 A Bouquet of Garden Books for Fall -629- 


Potter, Charles H. Criterion 
BENEATH THE GREENHOUSE ROOK $5.95 


This strikes a happy medium between Marion Dulles’ Greenhouse Gardening 
Round the Year (definitely geared to the beginner) and the thoroughly professional 
Complete Book of Greenhouse Gardening by the Northens. Here are the hows, wheres 
and whens for both expert and amateur who is beyond the starter stage. There is very 
useful information on types of greenhouses, locale, choice of equipment as well as 
procedures and techniques. It is as up to date as Gibberellic Acic and as down to 
earth as step by step how tos for the neophyte. There is the best material I have 
found on auxiliary growing areas, from frames to lath houses. Specific sections deal 
with material- from specialties to the usual run of greenhouse flowers and vegetables. 
Mr. Potter is editor of the Oregon Flower Grower, and author of numerous books on 
gardening topics, within his field. Fully illustrated. (9/23. LC:57-5201) 


Fogg, H. G. Witham Charles T. Branford 
THE GLADIOLUS TODAY $3.50 


There is surprisingly little written on gladiolus so this book fills a 
real gap in the garden bookshelf, though the British background must be taken into 
account. The author is a world authority on his subject, and writes competently of 
the salient factors:- the corm, what it is and how it grows; soil, care, how to cut, 
how to arrange. He takes the different types of gladioli, discusses the tests of 
quality, the species and hybrids, propagation, breeding, harvesting, storing. He goes 
into pests and diseases and their treatment, and the commercial as well as the home 
uses Of gladioli. Certainly a must for the specialist and a useful reference tool for 
the average gardener. Fully illustrated. (10/15) 


Woolman, John Charles T. Branford 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS IN PICTURES $3.50 


This is a misleading title for a useful handbook. While there are over 60 
photographic illustrations, some in color, and twenty odd diagrams, the importance 
of the book lies in a world authority sharing his knowledge of the culture of chry- 
santhemums, the new developments, the factors involved in exhibiting and judging, etc. 
This is his third book on his specialty (one other was published here by Trans- 
atlantic Press). Any chrysanthemum grower, even a relative beginner, will find 
factual how- to data of value. Some of the terminology may be highly specialized, 
but he makes it all very direct and clear, and one can learn a great deal of the 
techniques of such things as stopping and timing, acceleration and propagation- as 
well as the development of new types, particularly in the race of scented chrysan- 
themums. (10/30) 


Ackerson, Cornelius Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CHRYSANTHEMUMS $4.95 


The hobbyist will find all the answers here; the general gardener who finds 
that chrysanthemums fill increasingly a vital part of gardening will learn all- and 
more- than he can need to know. For every aspect is covered here: history, value, 
nomenclature, soil, preparation of locale, purchase, propagation, planting, culture, 
seasonal care; the types of chrysanthemum for various uses, for exhibition, and so 
on and on. 20 line drawings, 53 photographs (23 in full color) add to the value and 
beauty. Charts, diagrams, lists - and an index, make it a useful reference tool.(10/17) 


Stoltz, Mrs. Raymond Russ | Scribner 
FLOWER SHOW RIBBON-WINNING ARRANGEMENTS $5.95 


Conceived of as a collection of photographs, with its 66 plates, this goes 
considerably farther with a text analyzing theme interpretations, approach, achieve- 
ments, the factors to be considered in going in for competition, the selection of 
class, the basic rules of design, the plant material and container, the challenge 
of imaginative handling, and so on. A useful book for a growing interest, difficult 
to review without pictures. (October) (LC:57-6070) 
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Glackens, Ira- WILLIAM GLACKENS AND THE ASHCAN GROUP- postponed to 9/23 (Crown) 
Holyroyd, Stuart- EMERGENCE FROM CHAOS- from 9/17 to 9/24 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Walters, Raymond, Jr.- ALBERT GALLATIN- from 8/20 to 8/27 (Macmillan) . 
Davis, Clyde B.- UNHOLY UPROAR- from 9/4 to 9/18 (Lippincott ) 
Bonner, Paul Hyde- AMANDA- definite date 9/20 (Scribner) 
Cushman, Dan- THE OLD COPPER COLLAR- definite date 9/20; $3.00 edition only (Ballantine ) 
Scherf, Margaret- JUDICIAL BODY- from 9/5 to 9/19 (Doubleday ) 
Michael, Marjorie- I MARRIED A HUNTER- postponed to 9/6 (Putnam) 
O'Connor, Richard- JOHNSTOWN- from 9/4 to 9/18 (Lippincott ) 
Sinclair & McArthur- THEY SIGNED FOR US- published 8/23 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce ) 
Monro, K. M. & I. S.- THE CLUBWOMAN'S MANUAL- from 9/10 to 10/15 (Macmillan) 
Dovers, Robert- MY FRIENDS, THE HUSKIES- definite date 9/20 (Farrar, Straus ) 
Werstein, Irving- JULY 1863- definite date 9/23 (Messner) 
Maritain, Jacques- ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY- from 9/2? to 10/27: from $3.75 to 
$3.50 (Scribner ) 
McCullough, Edo- GOOD OLD CONEY ISLAND- definite date 9/27 (Scribner) 
Gibbs, Willa- ALL THE GOLDEN DOORS- please note correct title (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
Ross, Nancy Wilson- THE RETURN OF LADY BRACE- postponed to 10/30: November Book 
of the Month dial selection (Random House) 
Bentley, John- THE FASTER THEY GO- from 9/4 to 9/25 (Lippincott) 
Agle, Janet- FAMILY SECRET- from 9/18 to 9/25 (Lippincott) 
Stern, G. B.- SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN- from 9/24 to 10/1 (Macmillan) 
Carney, Otis- WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS- from $4.00 to $4.50 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Woods, William- MANUELA- definite date 9/20 (Hill & Wang) 
Kohner, Frederick- GIDGET- definite date 9/27 (Putnam ) 
Traver, Robert- ANATOMY OF MURDER- definite date 9/15 (St. Martin's Press ) 
Fenton, Charles A.-fd.- THE BEST SHORT STORIES OF WORLD WAR II- definite date 
9/6 (Viking) | © 
Ward, Brad- THE MISSOURIAN- from 9/25 to 9/10 (Macmillan) 
Nichols, Ruth- WINGS FOR LIFE- from 9/4 to 10/30 (Lippincott ) 
Adler, Irving- WHAT WE WANT FOR OUR SCHOOLS- from 9/19 to 10/10 (John Day) 
Winslow, Ola Elizabeth- MASTER ROGER WILLIAMS- from 9/24 to 10/15 (Macmillan) 
Davis, Hassoldt- WORLD WITHOUT A ROOF- definite date 9/25: from $5.00 to $4.95 
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Miller, David H.- CUSTER'S FALL- definite date 9/16 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
del Rey, Sister Maria- HER NAME IS MERCY- from 9/7? to 10/4 (Scribner) 
Nevins & Hill- FORD- definite date 9/16 (Scribner) 
Harris, Mark- SOMETHING ABOUT A STRANGER- from 9/24 to 10/22 (Macmillan) 
McCormick, Theodora- THE LOVE OF FINGIN O'LEA- note correct spelling of title 
(Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
Deal, Borden- DUNBAR'S COVE- definite date 10/2k- from $4.75 to $4.50 (Scribner) 
Randall, Thomas- THE TWELFTH STEP- definite date 10/14 (Scribner | 
Weston, Christine- THE WISE CHILDREN- definite date 10/18 (Scribner) 
Bemelmans, Ludwig- THE WOMAN OF MY LIFE- definite date 10/10 (Viking ) 
Wilson, Angus- A BIT OFF THE MAP- definite date 10/24 (Viking) | 
Coit, Margaret L.- MR. BARUCH- postponed to 11/21: December Book of the Month 
selection (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Freeman, Andrew A.- £d.- BRAINPOWER QUEST- from 9/24 to 10/29 (Macmillan) 
Armour, Richard- TWISTED TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE- from $2.75 to $2.95 (McGraw-Hill) 
Fisher, Dorothy C.- MEMORIES OF ARLINGTON, VERMONT- definite date 9/27: from $3.00 
to $3.50 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Reynolds & Rowe- OPERATION SUCCESS- definite date 9/26 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Dean, Sidney W.- COOKING AMERICAN- definite date 9/23 (Hill & Wang) 9 


Howarth, David- THE SLEDGE PATROL- from 10/1 to 10/15: $3.75 to $4.50 (Macmillan) 

Ness, Eliot- THE UNTOUCHABLES- definite date 9/23 eames) 

McCollom, William C.- TRAGEDY- from 10/8 to 10/22: note correct spelling of author's 
name (Macmillan 


























mT Ferguson, Charles W.- NAKED TO MINE ENEMIES- from 10/14 to ae (Little, Brown) 


Antrim, Doron K.- HAVING FUN WITH MUSIC- definite date 10/28 (Crowell) 
Lee, W. Storrs- THE YANKEES OF CONNECTICUT- definite date 10/7 (Holt) 
Keel, John- JADOO- definite date 10/14 (Messner) 






